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underwent alteration ; and with that alteration his 
conviction of success became stronger, and the 
sracticability of eee undoubted. In fact, 
ew York harbor will be impregnable with it, 
end is indefensible without it. At the time of 
Mr. Stevens’s death no doubt remained on his 
mind, as is shown by letters in my possession, 


| 
! 


that he could give invulnerability to a movable |, 


steam battery In the water, employing steam, 
moving at ten knots an hour, not only in the har- 
por between the land, but progressing short dis- 
tances to sea, and in fact rendering New York 
yerfectly defensible against all means of entrance. 

| think my honorable friend from Maryland 
will find, when he comes to look into the diseus- | 
sion of the defense of New York, this idea sug- 
gested: that one of the ships of Britain or France | 
coming into any of our commercial ports, where | 
merchantmen most do congregate, could easily | 





take two of our merchantmen, and lash one to 
each side, filled with cotton, or other merchan- 
dise, making bulk-heads of them, and thus aan 
assa fort perfectly invulnerable. They can las 
shields to them, like the tow-boats on the Mis: | 
Bissippi, which have a but not speed, and | 


go as fast with these shields as without them, as || 


. . | 
the locomotive goes as fast with a fly on the | 


harbor, with the winds, making ten miles an hour, 


the honorable Senator will examine the records 
of the practice of all our fortifications where it is 
allowed to fire seventy-five shots a year ata fixed 
target, he will find that in the calmest and stillest 
day, with all the appliances for secure target 
firing, they scarcely ever, at five eighths of a mile, 
hit the target. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have, within the last two 
er three months, seen a target struck at three 


{| 


tract, so as to make the ship impenetrable to all 


|| the improvements which had been made in these 
| projectiles up to that time. I believe when he 


| was here this summer, there had been a great 
| many improvements made in the prosecution of 
the war between Great Britain and Russia, and 
| he was required to change his contract again, and | 
| make the vessel bomb and shell proof against all 
the inventions up to the present time. Now, I 
feel disposed to stand by my friend from Virginia, | 
who, I am sure, would not recommend anything 
to the Senate that the public interest did not de- 
mand. 

Mr. HUNTER. |! will say in regard to this 
item, that our attention was cailed to it in the 
| Finance Committee, and our leaving it in was to 
depend on certain information which the Senator 
| from Maryland was to get from the Department. 
| The information. was received after the bill was 
reported, and convinced me, as well as himself, 
that for the present the item ought to go out. I 
confess, however, that this is one of the few 
things of this sort for which I ever voted. I voted 
in the House of Representatives for it originally. 
| 1 recollect distinctly that Mr. Calhoun told me 
he knew this man well, that he was the only in- 


willing to vote so much money with confidence. 


him I was afraid the result of his experiment 


sure he should succeed; that he had completed a 
| certain portion of the side of his ship and had 


; ~ ; 

| He said I need not fear for the result, for he was 
j : 

exposed it to the most severe fire that could be 


| shattered which were fired upon it. Under all 
| these circumstances I have never made opposition 
| toit until now, nor am I disposed now todo more 
| 


than strike this clause out until we can ascer- | 





fourine of a mile, within eighteen inches of the 
center, here, at the navy-yard, in Washington. 

Mr. MALLORY. This is the exception to 
the rule. The rule is as I have stated, as the 





i} 


tain in what mode the vessel is to be concluded, 
as Mr. Stevens is dead, and whether we are 


register of the firing will show; and I examined 1 { had no idea, until my friend from Maryland re- 
the one at Fort Hamilton myself. You will find || ceived this information, that it would require 
the entries on the register: ‘‘a little above;”’ ‘‘a | $800,000 more. If it does, I think we ought to 


| ventor he ever saw in whose genius he would be | 
wheel. In this way, ships entering New York || 

i! I recollect the last time I saw Mr. Stevens I told 
could not be assailed from Fort Lafayette with || 


more than one shot from each casemate; and if |; would not be such as to induce us to repeat it. | 


directed to it, and that the balls had crumbled and | 


likely to be remunerated for the great additional | 
expenditure which we are told must be incurred. | 


jittle below;”” ‘a little to the right;”’ **a little to || suspend it until we ascertain the particulars. 


the left,’’ etc. I have merely thrown out these || This is a mere residue, I understand, of the ori- | 


ideas, in reply to my friend from Maryland, to || ginal appropriation reserved in the hands of the 
show why I shall vote against this motion to || Department, by way of security, to be paid when 
strike out the appropriation. 1 do not undertake || the contract should be performed, according to 
to say that I am entirely satisfied Mr. Stevens || the terms of the original agreement. I am not 


will succeed. I know he was satisfied of it; I 
know he was convinced of it; and he devoted a 
lifetime to such investigation. If we should suc- 


ceed, the appropriations we have given to this | 


object will be nothing in comparison with the 
great results we shall effect. Other nations have 
hot tried it. Great Britain and France have never 
attempted experiments of this kind. They are 
looking to us with a great deal of interest; and [ 
confess, after progressing as far as we have pro- 
gressed, the remnant of the money would be 
wisely expended even in proving the matter un- 
tenable, and forever abandoning the experiment. 

Mr. WELLER. I felt disposed at first to 
vote for striking out, but I discover that the Sen- 
ator from Maryland is attempting to éviscerate 
& bill reported by my friend from Virginia. I 
feel under obligations to stand by the Senator 
from Virginia in maintaining the bill as he re- 
ported it. 

Now I may be allowed to makeanother remark. 
I believe Mr. Stevens has been subjected to a 
series of delays at the Navy Department. Since 
he has been building this anid; the Navy Depart- 
ment has passed through the hands of eight dif- 
ferent persons, and every new Secretary of the 
Navy that came into power had some new ideas 
mM regard to the construction of the steamship. 

€ was compelled to change his original contract 
under the demands or direction of the Secretary 
of the Navy three or four times. Whenever a 
new discovery was made in projectiles that car- 
tied additional force and power for their shells 
and balls, they required him to change the con- 


130 


|| disposed to embark the Government in a further 
|| expenditure until the competent officers are satis- 
|| fied that we are likely to be compensated for it; 


_had expended a million or a million and a ha 
| dollars, would exact it from the heirs of Mr. 
| Stevens. 
|| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I want to know 
| from the honorable Senator from Virginia how 
|| this eS came in the bill? 
|| Mr. HUNTER. It came from the House. 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. On what authority ? 
Mr. HUNTER. According to estimate. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Of what Depart- 
|| ment ? 
| Mr. HUNTER. The Navy Department. 
|| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I should like to 
know on what source the information is based. 
Mr. PEARCE. These estimates were sent to 
Congress at the beginning of the session in De- 
\\ cember last. In March, t e Secretary, having his 
attention called to it, sent the chief constructor, 
Mr. Lenthall, to New York to see what was the 
condition of the ship, and to get some knowledge 
of the plan. The only knowledge of the plan he 
could get was what I have stated—a paper a few 
inches long, giving the depth, breadth, and other 
items I mentioned. As for the plan of the boat, 
the Navy Department has never been in posses- 
| sion of it; and the plan has never been changed 
| by the Navy Department except in consequence 
of the Secretary making this remark, as I under- 
stand from him, to Mr. Stevens, that he should 


























for I have no idea that this Government, if ‘ah 
f 
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against guns made atthe time of the contract, 
and he has varied his plan—— 

Mr. WELLER. lIask the Senator if that is 
not the cause for the increase of expense so as to 
make it $800,000? He could have carried out the 
original design, as I learn, for $150,000; but in 
consequence of being required to make it bomb- 
proof against all projectilesat present used, it will 
cost $800,000. 

Mr. PEARCE. I apprehend not. The whole 
secret is in the sides, six anda half inches thick. 
I know, seven years ago, a forty-eight pounder 
was sent through seven inches of iron thickness, 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I want to investi- 
gate this matter to the very bottom, to know 
whether the proposition to strike out is from the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PEARCE. Thatis my motion. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. And no responsi- 
bility on the part of the committee ? 

Mr. PEARCE. No; I take itall. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. ThenI should like 
to know whether these $800,000 must be ad- 
vanced by the Government before the work pro- 
ceeds, and why not ask for the appropriation at 
once? 

Mr. PEARCE. That is more than I can tell. 
I only know the Department say it will take 
$800,000, and the Secretery told Mr. Stevens, 
that if he wanted that money he should not ex- 
pect it from him, but should go to Congress. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I understand that 
Mr. Stevens undertook to comply with his con- 
tract originally made with the Government for a 
certain stipulated sum of money appropriated by 
the Government, and if he went beyond that he 
was to apply his own funds, and if any additions 
were made to the work, or any alterations of the 
contract by the Government, the Government 
was to be responsible. Then the question resolves 
itself into this: whether or not the Government, 
|| having appropriated already, as 1 understand 
from my friend from Maryland, $500,000, we 
shall now appropriate this additional $86,090 to 
see whether there is anything in the invention of 
|| Mr. Stevens? 
| Mr. PEARCE. It is to result in $800,000. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Ifthe Government 
chooses to appropriate that for the use of this 
floating battery when it is completed they can 
take it, and if not, not. That is what I under- 
stand. The question is raised now, whether, on 
this application for an appropriation of $86,000, 
|| you will fling away the $500,000 already appro- 
| priated, and say you want no more of these ex- 
periments, although the estate of Mr. Stevens is 
responsible and liable for the continuation of this 
|| work. If it should meet the expectations of the 
Government, the money will have been well 
| 
| 


spent. Now, why should we stop short? We 
have the opinion of my friend from Maryland; 
|| but he will hardly undertake to set up his theory 
| of harbor defenses as altogether correct, and ac- 
| cording to the opinions of the most scientific men 
| of the age. I donot know, however how that 
is, because I have had no consultations on this 
subject. I am in favor of fortresses upon the 
shore, and I do not see why they should not be 
made efficient. I concur with the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maryland in the main as to them; but 
after we have expended so much money, and 
made a contract with Mr. Stevens, who is admit- 
| ted to have been a most extraordinary man in 


| connection with this subject, I think $86,000 
| ought not to sop us at this stage of the experi- 
ment. We ought at least to appropriate this 
| amount. If we never derive any benefit from it, 
| it is gone of course; and unless there is no pros- 
pect, according to the opinions of scientific men, 
that this isa great and useful invention, and may 
| be made practical in the defense of New York or 
| any other harbor, [ think we ought not to hesi- 
tate in making this last appropriation. 
| Mr.MASON. I learn from my colleague, who 
has charge of the finances, that the honorable 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Pearce) was depu- 


expect it not only shell-proof and shot-proof'!! ted to get information on this subject, and there- 
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fore I apply to the Senator from Maryland to 


inform me on one point. As faras [ have under- 
stood the subject from the debate, the Government 
entered into a contract with Mr. Stevens to build 
this steamship for a stipulated sum, $586,000; of 
which stipulated sum there remains to be paid the 
ammount he 
to be p 


proposes to strike from this bill, not 
iid immediately, but to be paid when the 
ship is submitted to the Government, and re idy 
for service. 1 understand that a further stipula- 
tion of the contract is that, if the ship should not 
be found to comply with the terms of the contract, 
that is to say, to be available as asteam-battery, 
the contractor is to refund the money. 
stand these to be the terms of the contract. 

Mr. PEARCE. I understand that to be so. I 
have not seen the contract, but presume it to be so. 

Mr. 'PHOMSON, of New Jersey. I can say 
of my own knowledge, that is the contract. 

Mr. MASON. And the money is to be re- 
funded if the ship does not comply with the terms 
of the engagement. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MASON. I learn from the honorable 
Senator from Maryland, that the Government has 
already paid to the contractor $500,000 upon the 
terms of the contract, and what is now proposed 
to be paid is the residue of the stipulated sum 
under the contract. Now, Mr. President, from 


my experience in the affairs of this world, it is | 


very seldom indeed that anything is received from 
securities; but if we refuse on our part to comply 


with this contract, it is certain nothing will be | 


recovered. The slightest excuse—the very least 
impediment the Government throws in the way, 


will discharge the contractor from all obligations. 


Whether this ship will turn out to be what the | 


contract proposed or not, I do not know; but it 


is very certain that, if we refuse to appropriat 


the money which the contract calls for, we shall | 


never be reimbursed if the experiment turns out 
to be a failure. lam informed that the $86,000 
which the Senator proposes to strike out is part 


of the original sum stipulated in the contract, and | 


that, although we appropriate it now, it 1s not to 
be paid until the results are ascertained. Then, 
I submit to the Senate, as a question of economy, 
without knowing anything about the probable 
results of the engagement, whether it would not be 
better to appropriate the money, which is a part 
of the original contract price, which is not to be 
paid until the result is ascertained, than to refuse 
it,and give to the representatives of the contractor, 
who I understand is dead, a plea which will hold 


before a jury to refuse to reimburse the Govern- 


ment, if the experiment should fail? 
Mr. BAYARD. 

commendation comes from the Navy Depart- 
ment, and has been adopted by the committee of 
the House. If there was reason on the part of 
the Government for abandoning the contract and 
refusing to make the appropriation, | presume 
the Secretary of the Navy would have informed 
the House. That would be in the line of his 
duty. Why should he not have done so? If 


there was any reason for us to pause in the pay- | 


ment of the money, would not the Secretary of 
the Navy have so reported to Congress? 
one, L can say | entertain 
opinion of the late Robert 
Calhoun did. I think he has had few, if any, 


equals in this country in his occupation. He | 


was a man not only of genius, but of practical 
character; and for my own part, I believe that, if 


the thing can be accomplished, there is no man | 
who has ever lived in this country more cer- | 
tain to accomplish it—no man who was a man of | 
genius with less of mere theory in his character | 


and his intellect. His character gives me con- 
fidence that what he undertook will be accom- 


plished. 


When you look to the result, if it can be ac- |! 


complished, is it not worth more than the hazard 
of breaking the contract by 
priate $86,000? 
def like this (without entering into the ques- 
t f power of fixed batteries to resist a 
vessel!) whieh will be effective in future in your 

iitry to the greatest city of the Union, and 


indeed to other cities—for, if you once establish it, | 


it will be applicable to all the eities of the Union 
exposed to attack—I think the experiment is of 
great importance. I think the gentleman who 


I under- | 


| priated $19,400, and that prepared it. 


| prepared at the Observatory. 


As I understand it, this re- | 
| there who is competent to conduct it. 


For | 
wrecisely the same | 
Stevens as Mr, || 


——————— — eS 


tion. I think he had genius, and practical capa- 
city, and knowledge to carry out the experiment 
on which he entered, and I am, for my own part, 


limits te which faith can go. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have listened to this debate; 
and the whole range of it, I think, has eluci- 
dated very clearly the idea of my veteran friend 
from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who was somewhat 
familiar with shipping during the war of 1812. 
[ concur in his legal views entirely, and shall vote 


| with him. 


Mr. PEARCE. I shall not trouble the Senate 
further. I am certain there is no member of the 
Senate present who will live long enough to see 
the end of this experiment, so that none of us 
will be able to eatablish our prophetic characters. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MALLORY. I 
following: 


For preparing the American Nautical Almanac, $25,- 
732 64. 


move to strike out the 


If I can have the ear of the Senate for a mo- 
ment I will rive a reason for this amendment. If 
it is in order I will substitute the following: 


That the Secretary of the Navy cavse the Nautical Al- 
manac to be prepared at the Washington Observatory. 


I will say to the Senate, who have not watched 
the Nautical Almanac perhaps as I have done, in 
connection with other naval matters, that the 
appropriations for itcommenced in 1850. In 1849, 
on an appropriation bill, we made a provision that 
an officer should be detailed to report on the Nau- 
tical Almanac. In 1850 we appropriated $12,850, 
and that prepared it. In 1852 we appropriated 
$12,850, and that prepared it. In 1852 we appro- 

In 1853 we 
appropriated again $19,400. In 1854 we appro- 
priated $20,800, and last year $20,880, wid this 
year we are called upon to appropriate $25,732. 
It has gone on, therefore, from an appropriation 
of $12,850 to double that, over $25,000. I know 
no reason why the Nautical Almanac cannot be 
We are paying 


large, extravagant sums for instruments, and have 


| detailed there an entire corps of mathematicians. 


We have twelve professors of mathematics in 
the Navy, six at the Observatory, and six at the 


Academy, besides a host of scientific officers || 
| doing duty there. 


I see no reason why the Sec- 
retary of the Navy should not order it to be done 
there. 

Mr. PEARCE. Before making this transfer 
of the Nautical Almanac to the Observatory, 
centlemen should show that they have some one 
I have 
witnessed for some time a tendency in this Ob- 
servatory to extend its arms, like some huge 
sriareus, all around,.and to grasp at everything. 
If it does arrogate to itself all the merit and all 
the science of the country, it seems to me that it 
is not entitled to such credit; indeed, it may be 
doubted whether, with its force of professors, 
lieutenants, and extra officers of every sort and 


| description, it is really conferring on the country 


that scientific reputation which some gentlemen 
seem to be seeking to secure for it. Atall events, 
nothing has been done by its head, or any of its 


) arms, entitling it to supersede an establishment 


over which is already a gentleman practically 
conversant with, and competent to, this work, 
which, [ venture to say, Mr. Maury, at this 
time, is not; although I admit his cleverness in 
many respects. I see no reason for transferring 
it from a competent man who is discharging his 
duty, not only with accuracy and fidelity to us, 
but in such a manner as to earn the oak 


another establishment which we may, in this ver 
manner, be teaching to claim all the merit and all 


| the science of the country. 
, refusing to appro- i 
If you can secure a means of | 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Will my friend 
allow me? 


Mr. PEARCE. No, sir; I’ fear I shali get into 


a still further difficulty. I hope the gentleman will || 


spare me. I really forgot the interest he had taken 
in the Observatory. 1 should have said nothing 
about the Observatory at all; but for this proposi- 
tion, which looks very much like an attempt to 
grasp everything. Not content to leave the im- 


itleman || portant duty of the Nautical Almanac where itis |, 
engaged in the experiment engaged in it with no || well performed, and would not cost a cent more, l 


|| which will shortly declare itself to be over 


| 


|| back to its early history, when it bee 
disposed to sustain thatexperiment to the utmost 


| 
| 
| 





ause of || 
| scientific men everywhere, in order to give it to 





_THE CONGRESSON AL GLOBE. 


| . . . . } 
pecuniary views, but as a matter of high reputa- 


| ing title, it grew to be a naval observatory 


' > 
| ry. 
| year of wind charts and sailing directions; thougl, 
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it is now proposed to give it to an institutios 
Worked. 
lookin» 


an asa 
depot of maps and charts, may be said to be 


somewhat overgrown. Dropping this unpre 


if it has not done so already; and which, 


tend. 
» And 


Vato. 


now reypices in the title of ‘* National Obser 
know not how much printing it hase 


Very 


not much, I believe, of astronomical observations 
It has, as the Senator from Florida says, hosts 


| of professors and attachés of every sort and 


description engaged on wind and current charts 
I should be glad if any gentleman could explain 
one of these to me, and show its practical appli. 
cation, notwithstanding all the tatk about it. | 
really seems to me, sir, this institution is becom. 
ing overgrown. Whatever its merits may be, it 
is unfortunate that there has been so mye) 
claimed for it. Nothing is more hazardous thay 
a false reputation; and I think it will be for the 
true interest of the Observatory, and those ¢op. 
nected witn it, instead of heaping upon it, as 


| proposed, business that can be better done else. 


where, to leave it as much onpennnny AS possi- 
ble to perform its legitimate duties, which seem 
now to be somewhat overlooked. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I object to any. 
thing which occurs in the casual explanation of 
the views to which Senators may give utterance, 
that may do injustice to gentlemen connected 


| either with the Almanac at Cambridge, or with 


the Observatory at Washington. I think we 
are in danger of having some injustice done to the 
well-merited reputation of both the distinguished 
mathematician of the Navy, who has charge of the 


| Almanac at Cambridge, and Mr. Maury, who is 


at the head of the Observatory. It is very easy 
to perceive the gentlemen differ widely in their 
sentiments. I suggest now to my honorable 
friend from Florida, whether, with regard to the 
subject of the Almanac, we had better not defer 
it to another session. I believe that is not recon- 
mended by the committee; and I hope he will not 
persist in bis proposition now suddenly, without 
any investigation, without the committee coming 
to any conclusion on the subject, to change the 


| course of procedure in relation to the Nautical 





| having charge of the Nautical Almanac. 


| Mr. Davis. 
|| ence, and I hope they are both competent to pre- 


| no ground for dispute 
| friend from eye and myself, for in much 
| that he has said 


Almanac, and place it in the hands of the Observ- 
atory, when one distinguished Senator (compe- 
tent to be a judge, I admit,) says there is no 


|| ability and capacity there 


Mr. WELLER. He did not say that. 
Mr. RELL, of Tennessee. He said there was 


| no competency in the Observatory. 


Mr. PEARCE. I do not say there is no ability 
there; but I say the requisite ability is not to be 
found in the head of that establishment, thoug! 
he is a very clever man. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Now, I hope the 


| Senator from Florida will really withdraw his 


motion. 
Mr. MALLORY. This is a very harmless 


amendment. I moved to strike out these three 


| lines, and I had no idea it contained the germ of 


here is 
etween my honorable 


which we have seen the growth here. 


entirely concur; and he is mis- 
taken if he supposes I would attempt here to in- 
stitute a comparison between the relative capacity 
of the officers of the Naval Observatory an — 

pass 
no judgment on the abilities of Mr. Maury and 
They are both men of eminent s¢i- 


| pare a Nautical Almanac; and I believe there are 


several other gentlemen in the Navy competent 


| to perform this or any other duty, and that Mr. 
| Maury or Mr. Davis does not engross the science 


} 
| 
j 


of the Navy. I have watched the Nautical Al- 
manac. I have seen it grow up from $12,000 to 
$25,000 a year, and I do not care whether the 
country assigns it to Boston or Washington. It 
will be done at either place; but I look at the 
expense. I will not discuss it, but I will not 
withdraw it, but I shall ask for the yeas and nays 
or a division upon it. 

Mr. WILSON, [should like to ask the Sena- 
tor from Florida one question. If his amené 


_ ment prevails, will it reduce the expense of pre 


ring the almanac? 


Mr. MALLORY. I presume, if the amend- 
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‘ontinue. 1 should hope he would not be re- | 
a ved from the charge. I presume Mr. Davis | 
wale be continued; butinstead of using a private 
ygervatory, and private computers, and private 
3 servers, Who are getting extra compensation 
from us, we should employ professors of mathe- 

matics in the Navy, and our naval officers, di- 
rectly frotm their studies at Annapolis Academy, | 
fresh from astronomi¢éal observations, who would 

perform the duty ata decreased expense. This | 
would seem to be natural, because it would be | 
employing officers already receiving salaries from | 
the Government. | 


Mr. BAYARD. The Senator from Florida 
says he has watched the Nautical Almanac, and | 
seen the increased expenditure. I should like to | 
know whether he has made any inquiry to learn | 


the cause which led to the increased expense? || 


We ought to have some further information than 
the mere fact of increased expense, for that may 
be capable of explanation. Does he know how 
it has originated —whether extravagance or other 
cause led to the increased appropriations ? 

Mr. MALLORY. I have not and did not 
deem it necessary. I made no charge of extrav- 
azance. I presume the expenditure of $25,000 is | 
legitimate and proper, and I presume if it was 
$50,000 the gentleman in charge would satisfy 
the Senate and the Department that the expenses | 
were legitimate and proper. The more the sum | 
is increased, the more the reason is for taking it | 
from private computers, and putting it in the | 
hands of those already paid out of the national 
Treasury for doing mt work. We have a 
corps for that purpose, and numerous persons to | 
doit. Ifit cannot be done at all in the Navy, | 
that is another thing. 
do not say so without having made some inquiry 
on the subject; and I believe if the Senate will 





adopt the amendment assigning the duty here, || 


That is the sole object. | 

Mr. BAYARD. It seems to me that, when | 
estimates come here from the Department, you 
must suppose the Secretary competent for the 
performance of his duties; and if there was any 
change necessary in the system under which the 
Nautical Almanac is prepared, he would give us 
some information; but it seems to me that, without 
some more light than we now have, the change 
ought not to be made. I am opposed to the 
amendment, and I see no reason for it. 

Mr. HALE. This Nautical Almanac is an old 
acquaintance of mine, and I confess I am not at 
all pleased with the manner in which it grew up 
at Cambridge. This work was assigned to Mr. 
Davis, several years ago. 
tenant in the Navy. The Secretary came in year 
after year, and asked for an additional appropria- 
tion of the sum of $3,000 per year for this Nau- 
tical Almanac. The Senate voted it down, and 
refused to make the appropriation. This was 
done year after year, upon direct and decided 
votes; but by and by, when we came to look at 
the book of receipts and expenditures of the Gen- 
eral Government, it appeared that, notwithstand- 
ing these votes of Congress refusing this appropri- 
ation, it was paid, and not only paid for one year,, 
but went back, and was paid to him for back years, 
though Congress had, by an express vote, re- 
fused to pay him at all. A call was made by the 
Senate to know on what authority this $3,000 had 
been paid to Mr. Davis; and the Secretary of the 
Navy sent in answer that it had been paid by 
virtue of the appropriations and the estimate for 
the year. It appeared tnat, in the estimates for 
the Navy Department, the Secretary had estima- 
ted $3,000 a year, and the gross amount was 
added up. 
amount which he asked, but refused to make the 
Specific appropriation for this officer. Then the 
Secretary of the Navy submitted it to the Comp- 
troller to know whether, there being an estimate 
for $3,000, and Congress having given him the 
whole amount he asked for, that authorized the 
peymeus of the money; and the Comptroller, I 
relieve, who held his office for about nine months, 
said it would; and upon that authority, in the 
ace of a direct vote of Congress, year after year 
$3,000 was paid to this officer. 

That is the beginning of this nautical almanac 

usiness. It was said to be a very useful thing 
for commerce, and the captains of our merchant 


and keeping the same officer in charge, the ex- | 


_ THE 


ment prevails, the officer at the head of it will | 


I am confident it can, and || 


| Mr. HALE. 


|| to be done here. 


He was then a lieu- | 


been a single nautical almanac sold, or any de- 
mand for it, in the merchant service? , 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will look at 
the estimate, he will find a full explanation of the 
cause. It is there said, ‘* The work is gradually 
growing into use; the number sold is greater 
every. year.”” 

Mr. HALE. It does not say how much greater. 
It may be one last year,and two this. 

Mr. WILSON. Three hundred and more of 


the books were applied for which could not be 


“a 
Mr. HALE. The number of the Nautical Al- 
manac is one thousand four hundred. It has 
come into existence in this way, as will appear 
by the published reports. That I will show; but 
the Senator from \ a shakes his head. 
Mr. PEARCE. I do not. 
Mr. HUNTER. I can read further from this 
estimate; or will the Senator go on? 
Mr. HALE. I have notanychoice. [ would 
rather hear the Senator than myself at any time. 
Mr. HUNTER. The report says: 
| **{ have also applied for the means of publishing new 
editions of the almanac as required. ‘The work is gradually 
growing intouse; the number sold is greater every year. 
It is impossible to foresee the demand, and therefore it must 
be supplied as created. [| introduced this subject in my last 
report, and have had occasion to bring it to the notice ot 
the Department more than once during the year. A second 
edition for 1856 has been issued under your authority; sull 
| it has been necessary to refuse repeated orders, one of 
which was for three hundred copies. 
‘1 respectfully suggest, in the first place, that it is very 


|| desirable to keep our almanac constantly in the market, to 


prevent the necessity of resorting to the republication of 
the British ; and, in the second place, that any money ex 
| pended in this way is constantly returned into the Treasury, 
care being taken not to allow the new editions to overrun 
the demand.” 


Iam glad to hear it; but now 
the question 1s, whether there is any necessity for 
this being done at a private establishment, when 
we have an establishment of our own, where it 
can be done at much lesscost. I never knew the 
reason or occasion why, when we had this depot 
of charts and as fine a set of instruments as there 
are in the world at our own Observatory, we need 
go to the expense of having a private establish- 
snent at Cambridge to do this work, which ought 
I am glad to hear the remarks 
of the Senator from Florida, for lam no great 
friend of the Observatory. This is a naval en- 


| but I should like to see the one at Cambrids 


} - . . ° 
|| beat first, which has grown up illegitimately, and 


| then, if there is anything wrong in the National 
| Observatory, correct it; but it seems to me there 
|is an inconsistency in our course. When we 
have a royal observatory, and officers of the 
Navy paid to do this work, we should go there 


| bridge, and hire private individuals to do this 
| duty which it is intimated our own scientific 
| corps cannotdo. If the appropriation for making 
| this almanac in Cambridge is to be continued on 
| the ground intimated by the Senator from Mary- 
land, that our own scientific men are not compe- 
tent to do it, let it be known; and if that be the 
fact I think it will be manifest that the late retiring 
| naval board did not do their whole duty. If we 
have men in this scientific corps who are not com- 
| petent to do the duty assigned them, I hope this 
thing will be stopped. I am against all these pri- 
vate jobs. Lam against going to private places to 
have public business done, when we have proper 


build a ship, instead of taking it to our own navy- 
yards? Why not go to some other places than 





|| the national armories for the manufacture of our 
Jongress appropriated the gross 


| gunsand ordnance, instead of going to the public 
| places we have established for the manufacture 
| of such things? If we havegot this Observatory 
| here, and men todo the work, let them do it, unless 
they are incompetent, and if they are incompe- 
tent, let us break up the whole thing. 
amendment wiil prevail. 








| Mr. PEARCE. I am very much obliged to 
| the Senator for this thrice-told tale. He has 
|| given it to us at least 
| Mr. SLIDELL. May I be permitted to state 
| that the chairman of the Committee on, Naval 
Affairs has been called home by the sudden indis- 
position of a member of his family, and he has 
lH requested me to take charge of this bill? I have 
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and the 


the Whole were con 


explanation for the 
concerned, why I did not move 


on Naval Affairs. 
unless the committee, under the present cireum 
stances, require me to move it. | 


anpropriation 


disposition I find manifested by the Se 


frie ndme 


Opinion, 


civilappropriation bill coming up. 


| gagement in which I should like to see both beat; | 


‘for it, and not to a private establishment at Cam- | 


I hope the 


elie 


service; but I should like to know if there has || consulted with the other members of the com- 


mittee, and with their assent [ am prepared w 
withdraw th 
Senate 1s 3 fli 


x 


amendment. I do not think tl 
ate I ificiently informed this subject. 

Mr. PEARCE. ‘T am satisfied. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended ; 

amendments made as 

urred in, 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee 


in Committee of 


I rise to make an 
information of the parties 
an amendment 
which I was authorized to do by the Committee 
I do not feel myself bound, 
tis to make an 
: for the purpose of buying the great 


circle-protractor, invented by Professor Chauve- 


net. I will not offer it now with the t mper and 
ute until 
1 see some different dispositions prevailing on 
questions of that description. 

Ir. SLIDELL. It is very evident that no 
of the sort can be added to this bill. 
It will be an idle consumption of time. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. That is my own 
At this time the Senate is not prepared 


to act as I would wish. 


Mr. PRATT. I think it is only evident that 


improper amendments will not pass; but the one 


suggested by the Senator from Tennessee will, f 
think, meet with favor. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 should iike to 
know if the honorable Senator from Virginia 
has any information he relies upon that we are 
to have a billin which the Senate can be left at 
liberty to take some time in the consideration of, 
and to exercise a proper discretion, when we 
shall not be hedged arownd by the difficulties 


, which now exist to offering an amendment to a 
general appropriation bill? 


I understood him to 
say there was to be a miscellaneous bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is a miscellaneous or 
I understood 
that the House was going to send up an addi- 
tional navy bill. Ido not know how true it is, 
and I cannot answer. 

Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. I have seen that 
itis useless to offer the amendment now; and I 
make this explanation to those who may take an 
interest in it. 

‘The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. ‘The bill 
was read the ‘third time, and passed. 


NEW FORTIFICATIONS. 
Mr. WELLER. 


Il move that the Senate take 


| up bill (S. No. 130) providing for the construc- 


tion of new fortifications. It was under discus- 
sion four or five weeks ago, and has laid on our 
table ever since. Iam anxious to have the bill 
disposed of. It is re porte d from the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 
Mr. STUART. 


There is a bill reported from 


| the Committee on Indian Affairs very important 


to constituents of mine, which I know the Senate 
will pass without discussion, and which | hope 
the Senate will take up. 

Mr. WELLER. I was desirous of getting up 
this bill, so that it would come up to-morrow as 


| the unfinished business. I have no idea that it 


will consume more than two or three hours. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I hope not, because I want 


|to bring in the miscellaneous or civil bill then, 
| and I hope we shall finish it. 

public places where itought to be done. Why not |! 
go down to Boston, in some private ship-yard, to | 


Mr. WELLER. I find the Senator from Vir- 
ginia always inmy wey. [| am now represent- 
ing the Committee on Military Affairs. I con- 
sider these additional fortifications necessary for 
the defense of the country, and I shall insist on 
that bill being disposed of. I do not know thata 
bill becomes of less importance because it does 
not come from the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, asin Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask leave to 


submit the following resolution, and have action 


}, Oh it now: 


Resolved, Thatthe Comunittee on Commerce inquire into 


| the expediency of making an approprittion for the con- 


struction ofa building at Nashville, ‘l'ennessee, fora custom- 
house, post office, and United States court-roomes. 


That is in discharge of « duty I have hereto- 
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on now. i 
Mr. DOUGLAS. That proposition has been 
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vice whenever he should be required; for, in ad- 
| dition to the other parol evidence, it appears that 
| he held his commission till the end of the war; 


reported on favorably, together with one for a | and the commission itself, left by him among his 


building at Springfield, Illinois, for a United States 
court-room and post office. 

Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. 
amendment, and add: 

And a building for the same purposes at Springfield, LIli- 
nos. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I will ask the Senate to 
indulge me with a short executive session. It 
will not take more than a few minutes. 


I will accept the 


Mr.PRATT. The motion to adjourn has pre- | 


cedence. 

Mr. CLAY. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. PRATT. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Has not my motion the 
precedence ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
for adjournment has precedence. 

Mr. WELLER. | 
fortification bill will come up to-morrow, attwelve 
o’clock, or one o’clock. Is there more than one 
hour now devoted to morning business? 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are two 
hours now, and it will come up at one o’clock. 
‘The question is on the adjournment. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPR ESENTATIVES., 
Tvuespay, August 12, 1856. 


The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie Wa po. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the an- 


The motion | 


desire to ask whether my | 


nual statement of the Secretary of the Interior of | 
the expenditure for contingencies in his Depart- | 


ment to the close of the year ending June 30, 


| Mr. HOUSTON. 


1855; which was laid on the table, and ordered | 


to be printed. 
GUSTAVUS B. HORNER. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


rules of the House be suspended for the purpose 
of discharging the Committee of the Whole House 
from the further consideration of House bill (No. 
343) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Gustavus B. Horner, deceased. 


The bill was read. It directs the proper account- | 


ing officers of the Treasury to settle the account 
of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased, as a surgeon’s 


mate of the general hospital of the Army of the | 
United States during the revolutionary war, and | 


to allow his legal representatives compensation || 


equal to five years’ full pay of a captain of infan- 
try in the service of the United States on conti- 
nental establishment, without interest, (which 
five years’ full pay is the commutation for his 
half pay for life,) to be paid to the legal repre- 


sentatives of Gustavus B. Horner out of any | 


money not otherwise appropriated. 


From the report it appears that the petitioners | 


are the legal representatives of Dr. Gustavus B. 


Horner, and represent that the said Gustavus B. | 


Horner was a surgeon’s mate in the revolutionary 
army, and that he served till the end of the war, 
and they claim commutation of five years’ full 
pay in lieu of half pay fog life, as justly due to 
them for his service as surgeon’s mate; and they 
rest their claim on the promise made by Congress 


on the 2ist of October, 1780, the 17th of January, | 


1781, and by the act of March, 1783. 


lt was proved that Dr. Horner wasa surgeon’s | 
mate of the general hospital of the middle district 
by commission from the Continental Congress, | 


dated in 1778; that he was in actual service for 


about four years, and until the autumn of 1782, and | ject on the table. 


The question was taken, and the motion was 


after the French forces had returned to the north 
from the surrender of the enemy at Yorktown, 
in Virginia. It is probable that he was not again 
engaged in active service during the few remain- 
ing months of the war which elapsed after that 
period; but it appears, from the evidence filed with 
the petition, that he did not, after the aforemen- 


tioned actual service, resign his commission, but | 


only retired as a supernumerary, ready for_sar- | son, Coltax, Comins, Covode, Cullen, Timothy Davis, Den- {| appropriation bilis. 


7 


I move that the | 


i| 


| papers, is now produced by the petitioners. And 
| as evidence of the view in which the Legislature 
| of Maryland, of which State he was a citizen, 
and in whose line he served, regarded his ser- 
vices, they also file a copy of a resolution of the 
General Assembly of that State, allowing to his 
widow a pension for her life equal to the half pay 
of a surgeon’s mate, in consideration of the rev- 
olutionary services of her husband in the line of 
| that State. 


I desire to ask a question. 
We passed a bill the other day, which L under- 
stand has become a law, providing pensions for 
all the officers who served to the end of the Rev- 
olution, including surgeons’ mates. Now, I de- 
sire to know why it is that, after providing in a 
general law for this class of officers, it is now 
proposed to legislate specially in this particular 
case? 

Mr. SMITH. I will say to the gentleman 
from Alabama, that if he had listened to the read- 
| ing of the report he would have discovered that 
Dr. Horner served in the army regularly until the 
surrender of Yorktown, After that time he oc- 
| cupied the position of supernumerary. The At- 
torney General has decided that he was entitled 
to full pay until the close of the war. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is this debate in order? 
| If it is not, | object to its proceeding. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire merely to under- 
stand the bill. I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Virginia one additional question, not to debate it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is not in order at this 
stage of the proceedings, and I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not wish to debate; I 
merely wish to make an inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. Inquiries are in the nature 
of debate, and not in order except by unanimous 
consent. 

The question was put on suspending the rules; 
and there were—ayes 70, noes 41—no quorum. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. MiLison 
and McCarry were appointed. 


ed—ayes 97, noes 37. 

So the rules were suspended, two thirds having 
voted therefor. 

Mr. SMITH. I offer the following amend- 
ment, and call for the previous question: 


Strike out the words, *‘his legal representatives com- 
pensation equal to five years’ full pay of a captain of 
infantry in the service of the United States on continental 
establishment, without interest, (which five years’ full pay 
is the commutation for his half pay for life,) to be paid to 
the legal representatives of the said Gustavus B. Horner, 
out of any money not otherwise appropriated ;” and in liew 
thereof insert the following: 

In the settlement of said account, the half pay of a 
hospital physician, or surgeon on continental establishment 
from the close of the revolutionary war “ until bis death, i 
| that occurred before the 3d day of March, 1826, but if he 
died after that time, then up to the 3d day of March, 1826,” 
and deducting therefrom any commutation that may have 
been received by said surgeon’s mate, orhis representatives, 
under the resolution of the 23d of March, 1783, and pay to 
the legal representatives of the said Gustavus B. Horner, 
deceased, out of any money not otherwise appropriated, 
the amount, without interest, that may be so ascertained to 
be due for his half pay for life. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill as 
amended was ordered to be engrossed.and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

r. SMITH. [I call for the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. HAVEN. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to lay the whole sub- 





disagreed to. 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill, and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
90, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Barclay, Bell, Benson, Billing- 
hurst, Bowie, Bradshaw, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Claw- 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘The question was taken; and the tellers report- || 


August 12, 
ver, Dickson, Elliott, Emrie, Evans, Flo 
D. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, Goode, Hamicon oem 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston x rt, 
Kennett, Lindley,Mace, Alexander K. Marshal! Mattes’ 
Killian Miller, Millward, Morrill, Mott, Nichols? Mong? 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pike, Porter, Rieand Rit a. 
Rivers, Ruffin, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, ‘ton 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smit) ae 
ner, Stanton, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Tappan, ‘ton 
Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Vail, Valk, Wakeman, Way.” 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Wash’ 
burne, Israe? Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch Ww > 
| Whitney, Williams, Woodruff, and John V. Wright—99 §, 
NAYS—Meessrs. Albright, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Heng 
ley S. Bennett, Bliss, Branch, Buffinton, James H. Cag . 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clingman, Howell Cobh, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cragin, Crawford, Cumbaci’ 
Dainrelj, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Baie Ed 
wards, English, Flagler, Giddings, Granger, Greenwoog 
Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 4,’ 
ven, Hickman, Holloway, Houston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samue} 8. Mar. 
shall, McCarty, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Murray, Norton, Orr, Pennington, Perry, lettit, Phelps, 
Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Rober,’ 
Rust, Sage, Sherman, Simmons, Sneed, Stranahan, Waq,’ 
Walbridge, Waldron, Wheeler, Winslow, Wood, Woo,’ 
worth, and Daniel B. Wright—78. 


So the bill was passed. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. EDIE said that his colleague, Mr. Rog;. 
son, was confined to his room by illness. 

Mr. SMITH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved tg 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


| MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
| A message was received from the Senate, by 


’ 


Aspury Dicxins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed the bill mak. 
ing appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for the 

year ending the 30th of June, 1857, with sundry 
| amendments; and a joint resolution (S. R. No, 
| 38) respecting the distribution of certain public 
documents; in which he was directed to ask the 
| concurrence of the House. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL 

: APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
bill making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 

| ment, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 








| with the amendments of the Senate thereto, be 

| taken from the Speaker’s table, and referred to 

| the Committee of Ways and Means. 

| There being no objection, the bill and amend- 
ments were taken up, and referred to the Com- 

mittee of Ways and Means. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
order from the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I am 

directed by the Committee on Public Lands to 
| report back a bill (H. R. No. 14) for the benefit 
| of the Pacific Railroad Company, incorporated 
by the State of Missouri, with an amendment in 
| the nature of a substitute. As the question 1s 
| one of vast importonce, involving the interest of 
| every section of the country, I hope attention will 
| be paid to the reading of the substitute. 

Mr. WOOD. How does the bill get here? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call on committees for reports. The 
gentleman makes a report from the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. WOOD. A special committee was created 
by this House for the purpose of investigating 
this subject of railroad 4 telegraphic commu- 
nication with the Pacific ocean. For three months 
they have devoted their attention to that subject, 
and are now, and have been for weeks, ready to 
report. About this bill of the gentleman from 

| Michigus we know nothing; while those proposed 
by the majority and minorities of the special com- 
mittee have been before the House in print and 
| Open to examination. I ask that the select com- 
| mittee be aliowed vo report. 
} 





The SPEAKER. The report is in order, and 
‘the Clerk will read the substitute proposed by 
| the committee. 
| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. In order that an op- 
| portunity may be afforded to examine this bill 
| and substitute, | move that the rules be suspend- 
'ed, and that the House resolve itself into the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of going on with the 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mich- this session several petitions were presented to 


titled to the floor. The motion will be 


igan 1s en ‘ . 
= fter the substitute is read. 


in order afte! 

The substitute was read. 

Pending the reading, . 

Mr. ORR said: I did not hear exactly the way 
in which this bill was reported. I desire now to 
notify the Chair, so that I may not lose my right 


nestion of order. ; d 

The SPEAKER. The question of order will 
be received by the Chair after the bill has been 
read to the House. ; 

Mr. ORR. My question has reference to the 
reception of the bill from the committee. 

The Clerk then finished the reading of the sub- 

ute. ° 

Me. WALBRIDGE. I move to recommit the 
hill to the Committee on Public Lands; and pend- 
ing that motion, I move the pes idies question 
jon its engrossment and third reading. 
The SPEAKER. The bill has been read twice. 
Mr. ORR. Ido not understand that the bill 
has been, in fact, read. I understood that the 
Clerk was reading the bill for the first time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 


ul 


question, and then give the floor to the gentleman || 
from South Carolina, The gentleman from Mich- | 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


ivan reports from the Committee on Public 
Lands, that committee having been regularly 
called, the bill the title of which has been read, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
Mr. ORR. 
inal bill? 
The SPEAKER. 
of the Pacific Railroad Company, incorporated 
by the State of Missouri. ‘The substitute has | 
been read. The gentleman from Michigan now | 
moves to recommit the bill, and calls the previous 
question upon its engrossmentand third reading. 
The question is first upon the amendment, and 
then upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time. The gentleman from Georgia 
submitted a motion that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. ORR. The question of order which I 
desire to make upon the bill is one which must 
be decided before the motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan is entertained. 
son why I rose in my place while the reading was 
proc eding. ‘ y : J 
The point of order which I raise is this: that 
some two or three months ago the House, by vote, 
raised a select committee who were charged with 
the consideration of the subject of a railroad, or 
railroads, to the Pacific; that the creation of that 
eelect committee, by the authority of the House, 
invested them alone with authority upon the 
subject of the Pacific railroad; and that now the 
Committee on Public Lands have no right to sub- 
mit a report upon that subject so long as the select 
committee continues its organization. It has not 
been discharged from the consideration of that | 


What was the nature of the ori- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


before the reading is finished, that I raise a | pany, chartered by the State of Missouri, with a 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
' 


|| been any bills and petitions upon this subject re- || to attend that meeting of the committee. 
1 
| 


It was a bill for the benefit || 


|| the select committee, that these matters were re- 


That is the rea- || 
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Mr. COBB. It was sustained in the case to 
which I refer, because all the roads included in 
the amendment were in Alabama. I recollect 
that the decision of the Chair was on that eround. 

Mr. ORR. I raise another question of order— 
that this amendment, which purports to come 
from the Committee or Public Lands, has not 
received the sanction of a majority of that com- 
mittee, 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
That bill was referred to |) now 

The SPEAKER. That is not within the 
information of the Chair. The Chair can only 
presume—it being reported by a member of a 
committee as a report of that committee—that it 
is a report of that committee. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. With the permission of 
the House, I would like to answer that propo- 
sition. I wish to say to the House, that there 
was a meeting of the Committee on Public Lands 
at which all the members had been notified to 


_ this House asking Congress to provide for the 
construction of a railroad from the Atlantic States 
to the Pacific ocean. These petitions were re 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
gentleman fom Missouri upon my left [Mr. 

CENNE1T] presented a bill to this House for the 
benefit of the Missouri and Pacific Railroad Com- 


right under their charter to construct a railroad 

to the Pacific ocean. 
the Committee on Public Lands, and that is the 
bill which the committee have now reported back 

with a substitute, which has just been read. 
Mr. DENVER. I desire to make one remark 
in refergnee to this bill. I deem it due to myself 
to say, that the substitute as read is substantially 

the bill agreed upon by the select committee of | 
| which | am chairman. I have been endeavoring 
for a month to report that bill to the House, but 

| have not been able to do itas yet. The substi- | 


I wish to answer that 


| tute just read is that bill, with a few clerical errors || attend. A quorum not attending at that meeting 
| corrected. it was adjourned to the next morning, and then 
Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the gentleman || there was one more than a quorum, and by the 


| from Michigan, whether those petitions and bills 
to which he alludes were not referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands prior to the raising of the || 
select committee by the House; and if there have | 


unanimous vote of that quorum—with one ex- 
ception—I was instructed to report this bill. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. There is a question 
of fact at issue now. I deny that | was notified 


The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) 
| man from Alabama is not in order. 
| Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
|| from Michigan, whether the members who failed 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ferred to that committee since the raising of that | The gentle- 
| select committee ? 1] 

Mr. EVANS. I desire to call the attention of | 
| my friend from California to one fact in reference 
| to this bill. | to attend at the evening meeting were notified to at- 

The SPEAKER. Debate upon the merits of || tend the morning meeting, where the majority of 
the bill cannot be entertained until thé question || the committee directed this bill to be reported ? 
of order is disposed of. || Mr. SEWARD. I rise toa question of order 

Mr. ORR. Fassine the facts to come out before || Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It is not in 
“7 Chair makes its decision. || order to inquire as to what transpired in com- 
| TheSPEAKER. It appears, from the bill re- || mittee. 
| ported by the committee, that it was, so far as TheSPEAKER. A question of order is raised 
' the Chair recollects, previous to the formation of || by the gentleman from South Carolina based on 

facts, information of which is not within the pos- 
|| session of the Chair; and the gentleman from 
|| Michigan is desirous of responding to the inquiry 
| Sent to that committee after the organization of || of the gentleman from South Carolina. 


| ported to the Committee on Public Lands. 

| the select committee ? || Mr.SEWARD. Thatisthe re point I want 
1 

' 


Mr. ORR. Were there any other memorials 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I will answer the gen- || to make, whether any member of the House can 
| tleman with all candor, that, according to my || subject members of committees to interrogations 
recollection, the petitions and bill were ali re- | 
| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. That |! j 
| committee has never been discharged from the || petent for the gentleman from South Carolina to 
| consideration of that question. |, address the Chair on a question before the 
| The SPEAKER. On the question of order || House. 
| 
| 


as to what transpired in their committee rooms? 
The SPEAKER. Clearly not; but it is com- 


raised by the gentleman from South Carolina, ||} Mr.ORR. With a view to eliciting facts to 
the Chair is of opinion that it is competent, from |! see whether the report be properly here. Itcan- 
| the facts which appear, for the Committee on || not be doubted at all. I desire to inquire of the 
| Public Lands to report this bill. The fact,thata || gentleman from Missouri whether the members 
select committee has been formed, to which a || of the committee who failed to attend the preced- 


discharge the Committee on Public Lands from || ing? 

Protesting against the 
to that committee. So far as the recollection of |, right of that member, or any other member of the 
the Chair goes, the proposition referred to the || House, to inquire by what authority I report a 





subject by any vote or order of the House; and 
whilst they have the matter in charge, by order 
of the House, it is not competent for any other 
committee to report upon the same subject-matter. 
That is the first point. 

The next point is this: that the amendment 
proposed by the Committee on Public Lands is 
an illegitimate amendment to the original bill, for 
the reason that that isa specific bill for an appro- 
priation to a particular road—a private bill, if I 
may so term it; while the Committee on Public 
Lands have, by their substitute, enlarged that bill 
80 as to make it general in its operation. That 
committee have no further authority or power 
upon the question than the House itself would 
have; and if it would not be in order in the House 
to add to the Missouri road three or four other 
roads, it cannot be in order when that recom- 
mendation comes from acommittee of this House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of 
the gentleman from Michigan who reported this 
bill in what manner this subject has been referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. In answer to'the sug- 
gestions of the gentleman from South Carolina 

The SPEAKER. It is unnecessary to reply 
to the gentlemati from South Carolina. The gen- 
tleman will inform the Chair in what manner the 
subject has been referred to his committee ? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. At an early period of 





the consideration of what was properly referred | Mr. WALBRIDGE. 


select committee, of which the gentleman from |) bill, when I say I report it from the Committee 
California is chairman, was a specific bill, intro- 
| duced by him, and on his motion referred to that 
| committee. That reference did not embrace the 
| general subject any more than that general sub- 
| ject was embraced by the bill and _ petitions re- | 
| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands 
Mr.ORR. Well, then,I raise a second point, || Carolina. 

that the substitute is not germane to the original Mr. WALBRIDGE. I said, when on the floor 
|| bill, The original bill was for the benefit of a || before, that every member of the committee was 
|| particular company, and this substitute is for the || notified to attend the meeting in the evening. A 
Ceoadie of several companies. || quorum of thécommitee attended in the evening; 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is very clear that || but it was late, and we did not take up the ques- 
|| the substitute comes within the precedents of this || tion, but adjourned to the committee room at nine 
i; session. It has been decided in a number of || inthe morning. We met there at nine or half 
| cases, and sustained on appeal, that, where a || past nine o’clock. Six members of the commit- 
i} Seer for one road is eee), before the || tee were present, and ordered me to report this 
| House, it may be amended by adding proposi- || bill. ’ 
| tions for other roads. The questionhas been so || Mr. ORR. There is one other point. The 
| decided, and the decision sustained on appeal, || gentleman says this morning meeting was an 
| in this session; and there are innumerable pre- || adjourned meeting. It is proper that the facts of 
| cedents in every session of the House to sustain || this case should come out, 
| that decision. '| The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The Chair 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. The Chair alludes | will decide the question of order raised by the 
| to a precedent. I think the question was raised || gentleman from South Carolina. \ 
| as to railroads for the State of Alabama, was it || Mr. ORR. Let me present this question, Mr. 
| not? 8 eaker. It was ordered to be reported at an 
| The SPEAKER. It has been raised ina great || adjoatnea meeting of the committee— 

number of cases, and the decision has been in || he SPEAKER. There is no question before 
every case sustained. i the House, and it is notin order for the gentle» 


| specific proposition has been referred, does not || ing night were notified of the meeting next morn- 


| on Public Lands—protesting against that being 
any of his business—l am ready to answer. 
Mr. RUST. Is this debatable ? 
The SPEAKER. It is not debatable; but the 
gentleman from Missouri asks leave to respond 
|| to the interrogatory of the gentleman from South 
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man from South Carolina at this time to address | appeal be laid on the table. The question is upon 


the Chair on any question. 
Mr. ORR. Lhave raised a question of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina has raised a question of order, which 
the Chair has not yet decided. | 
Mr. ORR. Before the Chair decide the ques- 
tion of order, it is necessary that all the facts 
should come out bearing on this adjourned meet- 
ing in the morning, as to whether it was prop- 
erly authorized. 
The SPEAKER. 


question, A question is raised by the gentleman 


trom South Carolina, whether the meeting of the | 


committee was or was notauthorized? From the 
facts now before the House, it appears that the 
Committee on Public Lands, acting by a quorum, 
instructed the gentleman from Michigan to report 
this bill; and it is not competent for the Chair to 
discredit the report of the gentleman who reports 
it from that committee. 

Mr. ORR. lLappeal from the decision of the 
Chair, and that appeal is debatable. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would inquire whether the 
revious question had not been been demanded 
yy the gentleman from Michigan ? 


“The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Michi- | 


gan called the previous question; but the gentle- 
wan from South Carolina having previously 
suggested a desire to make a point of order, the 
Chair considered the point of order precedent to 
the call for the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I desire, with a view that the 
House may come to acorrect conclusion and judg- 
ment with regard to the question as to whether 
the report was properly authorized, that the gen- 
tleman from Michigan will say whether the 
meeting of the preceding evening to which he re- 
fers was held in the committee-room or in a pri- 
vate room in the city? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I have stated that this 
hill is properly reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands, and [ am not going to be catechised 
further in reference to it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Matne. I rise to a 
question of order. The previous question was 
called by the gentleman from Michigan, and I sub- 
mit that no debate is in order. I object to any 
further debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that, 
inasmuch as the gentleman from South Carolina 
had previously notified the Chair, during the 
reading of the bill, that he should waive the 
question of order until the reading of the bill 
should have been concluded, it 1s competent 
for the Chair to entertain the question of order as 
a precedent question, and he therefore rules that 
the appeal is debatable. The gentleman from 
South Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ORR. Ido not think this report from the 
Committee on Public Lands ought to be received 
by the House, because, according to the facts de- 
veloped, there were but six members of the com- 
mittee present. [tis true, that is a quorum; but 
when I desired to draw out the additional facts, 
the giving of further information was objected to. 
I shall assume that the meeting of the committee 
which was held in the evening and adjourned to 
the next morning, was notheld in the committee 
room or inthe Capitol. It may have been held at 
the private rocm of one ofthe members of the com- 
mittee; it may have been held in the room of the 
chairman ofthe committee. LTassume that it was 
so held, the gentleman from Michigan declining 
to give information on the subject... Now, I ask 
whether the action of that adjourned Inceting— 
the absentees not having been notified of it—can 
be considered as binding the majority of the com- 
mittee? I think, under the circumstances, this 
House is not bound to receive the report as it is 
presented. 

Mr. RUST. 
table. 

The SPEAKER. 


question, 


I move to lay the appeal on the 


The Chair will state the | 
The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Orr] objects to the reception of the report | 
presented by the gentleman from Michigan from 
the Committee on Public Lands. Upon the facts 
presented, the Chair decides that the report was 
authorized by the committee, and that it may be 


received at this time. From this decision the 
gentleman from South Carolina takes an appeal. | 
‘he gentleman from Arkansas moves that the | 


The Chair will decide the | 
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| ent at the meeting of the committee first 


| is based upon the fact, that the report was ordered 


|; & quorum was present. 


| Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. 


| and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 134, 


| nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Brad- 
| shaw, Brenton, Broom, 
| Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Chaffee, Bayard 
| Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Colfax, Comins, 
| Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter 
| Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
| Durfee, Etheridge, Evans, Flagler, Florence, Giddings, Gil- 


| Thomas RK. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, 


the latter motion. 
Mr. MAXWELL. I wish to ask the Speaker 
whether the fact, that there was no quorum pee 
1eld 
would influence the decision of the Chair? : 
The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair 


to be made at a meeting of the committee at which 
‘The question was taken on Mr. Rust’s motion; 


nays 35; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Henry Ben- 


suflinton, James H. Campbell, 


bert, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. 
Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, 


Kelsey, Kennett, King. Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Lake, 


on ee eee 
eee cae eae a a 


Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, Smith Miller, 
Millsou, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 


| Nicholas, Norton, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 


Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Rivers, Rob- 
hins, Roberts, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Sher- 
man, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Strana- 
han, Swope, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Traf- 


| ton, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, 
| Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburme, 
| Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, 
| Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
| and Zollicoffer—134. 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, 


| Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, 


Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Dowdell, 


| Elliott, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Houston, George W. 
| Jones, 
| ° . ~ 

| Orr, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Ruffin, Savage, Shorter, 
| Samuel A. 
| John V. Wright—J5. 


Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, MeMullin, McQueen, 


Smith, Vail, Warner, Wheeler, Wood, and 


So the appeal was laid on the table. 
The question then recurred on seconding the 


| demand for the previous question. 


Mr. ALLISON. Would it be in order to move 


| to postpone the further consideration of this bill 


until the first Mondiy in December? 
The SPEAKER. The demand for the pre- 
vious question cuts off a motion to postpone. 
Several MemBers. Then vote down the de- 


| mand for the previous question. 


Mr. ORR called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMov.uin 
and PurviANcE were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 55, noes 76. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. ORR. I now move that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed until the 
second Menday in December next, and that it be 
printed. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE demanded the yeas and 


nays upon the motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. Does not the motion I 


| made some time since, that the bill and amend- 
| ment be recommitted, take precedence of the 
| motion to postpone ? 


The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit 


| does not take precedence of a motion to postpone 


itoada 





certam. 


Mr. WOODWORTH. Before the question is 


| taken, I desire to say a word. 


Mr. LETCHER. Is debate in order? 
The SPEAKER, It is in order, but must be 
confined to the question of postponement. 


Mr. WOODWORTH. Mr. Speaker, a special 


| committee, consisting of thirteen members of this 


House, have had this ne under considera- 
tion. They have bestowed on it much labor and 


| attention, and three weeks ane pectries a bill to 
I 


be reported to the House. ne Majority cor- 


'| dially supported it as a measure promotive of vast 
| benefit to the country. 


It has, in their opinion, 
all the checks and guards necessary to secure the 
public against fraud under its provisions, should 
it become a law. Now, lask the gentleman from 
Michigan whether the substitute he has reported 
is a copy of the bill of the special committee ? 

Mr. WHEELER. Is discussion in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to debate 
the merits of the bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. That is what the gentle- 
man is doing, and I object. 
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| ‘The question was taken on Mr. Orp’s moti 
10n 
_and there were—yeas 89, nays 88; as follows. ’ 
YEAS — Messrs, Aiken, Allison, Ball, Barclay, Ba, 
dale, Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch _ 
nett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Carlile Ca nq 
Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb om 
Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Henry Winter Davis Dee’ 
Dowdell, Edie, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, py me 
| Thomas J. D, Fuller, Galloway, Goode, Grow, Harlas 7 
Morrison Harris, Hickman, Holloway, Valentine B. 1 . 
ton, Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Knight, Ky... 
Kunkel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, McQueen, Kili.’ 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Norton, Andrew Oliver 0 “ 
Pearce, Peck, Perry, Powell, Purviance, Pu ear, Quit 
_man, Ready, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Savas. 
Scott, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William R, Smith’ 
| Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Under’ 
wood, Vail, Wade, Walker, Watkins, Wheeler, Winsjow. 
Wood, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—g9, 
NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Barbour, Henry Benner, 
Billinghurst, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, John P. Camp" 
| bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra Clark 
| Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Damrell, Timothy Davis’ 
Dean, Denver, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Elliot, 
Evans, Florence, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood’ 
Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton’ 
Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowl. 
ton, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Samuel 8. Marsha)j 
Matteson, McCarty, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Murray’ 
Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Richar;’ 
son, Ritchie, Rivers, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp 
Seward, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Tayior 
| Thorington, Trafton, Valk, Wakeman Walbridge, Cad 
| walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israe] 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams 
Woodruff, and Woodworth—8s8. . 


The SPEAKER voted in the negative; and the 
question was decided in the negative. 

So Mr. Orr’s motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. What is the condition 
of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit js 
pending, and the bill will be the first business in 
poe when the Committee on Public Lands is 
called. 





ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act for the relief of Norwood McClelland, 
master of the steamboat New World; and 

An act to alter the time of holding the district 
court in South Carolina, and for other purposes, 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the mail 
steamer appropriation bill. 

Mr. CARL LE. Is it in order to assign rea- 
sons why the House should not go into commit- 
tee at this time? 


The SPEAKER. It is not. 
LABORERS IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I ask leave to report, 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, a joint 
resolution giving an increased compensation to 
all laborers in the employment of the Executive 
Departments of the Government in the city of 
Washington. It ought to pass before the appro- 
priation pills. With a word of explanation, | am 
sure there will be no objection to it. It will re- 
quire but a moment to pass the resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw my motion for that 

Pwr Ie 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. What becomes of 
the Pacific railroad bill? 

The SPEAKER. The House has passed from 
its consideration by general consent. The motion 
| to recommit is pending, and the bill will be the 
first question in order when the Committee on 
Public Lands is called. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
amendment be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


There being no objection, Mr. Coss reported 
the joint resolution, the title of which has been 
already stated, and it was read a first and second 
time. 
| The joint resolution directs that, instead of the 
| compensation now allowed to the laborers in the 
| Executive Departments of the Government, in the 
| city of Washington, they shall receivean annual 
| salary each of $576, after the Ist July, 1856. 
| _ Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 1 desire to state to 
| the House, that it was in 1853 or 1854, I think, 
that a provision of law was passed giving to labor- 
ers Shees salaries were $480 twenty per cent. 
upon that amount. Under the construction placed 








I move that the bill and 
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that Jaw, it was held not to apply to the 
‘yorers in the Executive Departments. The object 
of this joint resolution 1s simply to put the labor- 
-rs in the Executive Departments upon the same 
footing as other laborers—giving them the ben- 
oft of twenty per cent. upon the ara of $4380. 
That is the whole of the bill, and I call the pre- 
yjous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from Georgia to withdraw his call for a mo- 
ment. The bill provides that the compensation 
shall be $576 per annum. I would, if permitted, 
move to strike out that sum, and insert $600. 
The difference is very small; and then it will be 
ffty dollars a month, and the payment will be 
much easier. 

Mr. COBB. I will allow that amendment to 
be offered, and then call the previous question. 


ypon 


The committee, I have no doubt, would have so | 


reported, but they desired to put this resolution 
upon the twenty per cent. increase. I approve of 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and I call the previous question. 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I desire to ask a 
question of the gentleman from Georgia. Does 


not the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee extend only to the laborers in the Executive 
Departments? 
beyond that of the laborers in the other depart- 
ments. 

Mr. JONES. I will modify my amendment, 
then, to make it apply also to the laborers in the 
legislative departments. 


main question or 
operation thereof, the amendment was agreed to, 
and the joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. oe 

Being engrossed it was read the third time. 


passage of the joint resolution. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 


operation thereof, the joint resolution was passed. | 
l| 
i 


Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COBB. I move to amend the title so that 
it shall read: 


A bill giving increased compensation to the | 


|! in such quantities, agreeably to the United States 


laborers in the employ of the executive and legis- 
lative departments of the Government, in the 
city of Washington. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the title, || 


as amended, was adopted. 
TEXAS CREDITORS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House to be allowed to re- 
port from the Committee of Ways and Means a 
joint resolution extending the time within which 
the creditors of Texas.are required to present 
their claims at the Treasury Department. Itisa 
bill unanimously agreed to by the committee, 
upon the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know whether 
the regular order of business is not the report from 
the Committee on Public Lands, in reference to 
the Pacific railroad ? 

The SPEAKER. That is the regular order of 
business; but the gentleman from Maryland is 


THE CON 


| Whole House on the Private ¢ 

| . . 

| ‘ H up afid pass all those bills to which there is no 

The previous rT was seconded, and the || 
ered to be put; and under the | 





the joint resolution; which was read a first and 
second time. 
Mr. DAVIS. I move the previous question, 
Mr. LETCHER. There is no objection,as | 
understand. It isa bfil which ought to pass. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
| the resolution was ordered to be encrossed and 
| read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. DAVIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the joint resolution was passed, and also 
| moved to Gy the motion to reconsider on the 


| table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

| The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 

munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

submitting additional estimates for the completion 

| of the custom-house at Norfolk, Virginia; which 

| was referred to the Committee of™Ways and 

| Means, and ordered to be printed. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

| Mr.GIDDINGS. I move to suspend the rules; 
and I wish to say one word to the Elouse as to 


my object. It is well known to every member, 


y : . ive || that during almost the entire session privileged 
If so, it places their compensation 


| questions have overridden all private claims. I 
cidetine now, on behalf of private claimants, 
ask that the rules be suspended, and that the 
| House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
calendar, and take 


objection, beginning at the head of the Calendar, 
and passing on through it. I make that motion. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 


; | Whole House, (Mr. Pueues in the chair,) and 
Mr. COBB moved the previous question on the | 


proceeded to the consideration of the bills on the 
Private Calendar, to which there was no objec- 
tion. 

A bill (H. R. No. 104) to enable the United 
States to make use of the solar compass in the 
public surveys.  [Objected to by Mr. Caruie.] 

A bill authorizing the legal representatives of 


| Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter certain lands in | 


Missouri. 
| The bill authorizes the legal representatives of 
| Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter, without pay- 
ment, atany land office in the State of Missouri, 


| surveys, as the claimants may desire, a quantity 
| of land subject to private entry, not exceeding 
| seven thousand and fifty-six arpents of land, in 

lieu of, and in compensation for, a claim of that 
| quantity allowed to them by the board of com- 
| missioners appointed for the final adjustment of 
private land claims in the State of Missouri, and 
| confirmed to them by ‘* An act confirming claims 
i to land in the State of Missouri, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved July 4, 1836. And the 
| register and receiver of the land offices aforesaid 

| shall receive the proper applications and proofs, 
|| and shall issue the necessary certificate or certifi- 
| cates; on return of which to the General Land 
|| Office, with proof sufficient, in the opinion of the 
|| Secretary of the Interior, to establish the right of 





|| the claimants as such legal representatives, a 


|| patent or patents shall issue as in other cases. 
|| The report states that the said Moro, of St. 


\| Louis, Missouri, had a valid grant and concession 
|| from the Spanish authorities authorized to make 


entitled tosubmit a motion. The gentleman will || such concession in Upper Louisiana prior to the 


state his motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to report a joint resolution, extending 
the time within which the creditors of Texas are 
required to present their claims, with a view to 
put it upon its passage. 
move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution may be read. 

‘The resolution was read. It extends the time 
within which Texas creditors must present their 
claims to the Treasury Department, sixty days, 
and provides that those claims which are not pre- 
sented within such time may be presented to the 
government of Texas, and, upon being paid by 
that government, the amount so ae shall be 
refunded to Texas by the United States, upon 
the presentation of the certificates here. 

No objection being made, Mr. Davis reported 


I ask that the 


If objection is made, | | 


treaty by which that country was ceded by the 
| Government of Spain to that of France, for a 
|| league square of land, or seven thousand and 
| fifty-six arpents. This was among the claims 
| reported upon favorably for confirmation by the 
recorder of land titles, and the two commission- 
| ers associated with him, under the act of July 9, 
| 1832; and under the operation of another act 
‘* confirming claims to lands in the State of Mis- 
souri,’’ of July 4, 1836, the said claim was con- 
| firmed. It appears, however, that this claim had 





|| never been surveyed and located under the ae 


|| authorities. The Commissioner of the General 
|| Land Office has decided that he has not the power, 


|! under existing law, to issue a certificate of loca- 
| tion and patent in such a case, and that Congress 
|| alone can afford relief. 


1 Mr. KENNETT moved to amend, by limiting 
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which ! not 


to enter. to those th price of 


exceed $1 Vo per acre 


The amendment was agreed to 
The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
reported to the Hiouse. 

A bill CH. R. No. 225) for the retief of Jos ph 
Richards, of Berks county, Pennsylvania 
jected to by Mr. Caruite.] 

A bill (H.R, No 243) for the reli f of George 
K. McGunneele, surviving partner of the late 
firm of Hill & MeGunnegle, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri. 

The bill provides that $2,282 67 be appro- 
priaied, to be paid to George K. MeGunnegle, 
surviving partner of the late firm of Hill & Me- 
Gunnegle, of St. Louis, Missouri, in ful! for fur- 
nishing and transporting supplies to the Illinois 


if bb- 


| militia, in the Black Hawk war. 


Mr. QUITMAN moved a substitute for the 
bill, providing that the same amount be paid to 
the heirs and assigns of the said McGunneele. 

Mr. LETCHER. | move to amend by insert- 
ing the words, ‘‘and pay said sum to the firm of 
Hill & MeGunnegle, or their assigzns.’’ I under- 
stand that both partners are living, and I do not 
think it is preper to provide for payment to only 
one of them. 

Mr. QUITMAN. We were informed that the 
partnership had ceased by the death of one of the 
partners. However, I do not object to the gene 
L accept it as the modifi- 
cation of my amendment 

Mr. DICK. Te stimony was before the commit- 
tee that the firm has assigned over to McGunnegle, 
for his use and benefit. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. If that be the state of the 
ease, then my amendment will not affect the bill. 
The money 1s to be pay ib] firm or its as- 
siens, and of course, if he is the assignee, it will 
go to McGunnegle. 

Mr. DICK. I do not object to the amendment. 

‘The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 260) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Thomas Gordon, de- 
ceased. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the legal representatives of Thomas 
Gordon, deceased, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, nineteen and 
eighteen ninetieths dollars, with interest, at the 
rate of six per centum per annum, from the Sth 
of April, 1781, being in full for a certificate given 
by Timothy Pickering, quartermaster general, to 
the said Thomas Gordon, deceased, for nineteen 
and eighteen ninetieths dollars, and interest, and 
bearing date the 29th of July, 1782. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to tlie 


House. 
A bill (FI. R. No. 269) for the relief of the 


sureties of the late Lieutenant.Charles E. Jarvis, 
United States Army. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury to credit and allow the sum of 
$3,098 37, in the accounts of Lieutenant Charles 
E. Jarvis, deceased, and late acting assistant com- 
missary of subsistence for disbursements made 
on his passage to California, and for transporta- 
tion on his arrival there, the vouchers for the 
same having been lost or stolen after his death in 
California. 

The report shows that Lieutenant Jarvis served 
with credit in the war with Mexico, and was 
brevetted for meritorious services; that he came 
out of that war in greatly impaired health: 
in December, 1848, still in infirm health, | 
with his command for California, via Cape. | 
where he arrived May 1}, 1849. Before sailing 
for California, he received from the Government, 
as assistant commissary of subsistence, the sum 
of $3,050, and from the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment $2,068 37, for the faithful disbursement of 
which the claimants were sureties. On the 9th 
day of June, 1849, Lieutenant Jarvis died at 
Senoma, in California. No account was 
rendered to the Government by Lieutenant Jar- 
vis, frem the day of his sailing from New York 
to the date of his death, though it was his duty 
to have done so quarterly, and, at the time of hie 
death, he was debited with the whole amount 
advanced to him; but, by a subsequent account- 


amendment. 


to tie 


ever 


the lands upon which the claimants are at liberty || ing by Lieutenant D. R. Jones, it appears that he 
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paid over to said Jones, at Sat 
of $2,020, nine days before his death. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
Liouse. 


A bill (11. R. No. 254) for the relief of the heirs || 


of the late Samuel R. Thurston, Delegate from 
Oregon. [Objected to by Mr. Lercner.) 

A bill (H. R. No. 275) for the relief of Captain 
Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officer 


of the Treasury to pay to Captain Thomas Ap || 


Catesby Jones, the sum of $900 in full for moneys 


paid by him to Hall, McAllister & Co., as coun- || east quarter and the south half of the southwest | 


sel fee upon the trial of Black, and five others, 
for mutiny, before the general naval court mar- 


tial on board of the sloop of war Warren, in | 


Qctober, 1849, 


The report setting forth the grounds of the 


claim was read. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


Jiouse. 

A bill (AH. R. No. 278) for the relief of Mrs. 
A. W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samuel 
Angus, United States Navy. [Objected to by 
Mr. McMouun.} 

A bill (AH. R. No. 281) for the relief of Betsey 


Nash. 


‘The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior to place the name of Betsey Nash, of Stock- | 


bridge, in the county of Madison, State of New 


York, upon the list of half-pay pensioners, as | 


the widow of Doctor Sylvester Nash, at the rate 


of twenty-two dollars per month, to commence | 


from the Ist of January, 1831, and to continue 
for ten years. 

‘The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 283) for the relief of Evelina 


ter, of the United States Navy. 
Mr. Morgan. ] 

A bill CGH. R. No. 298) for the relief of the owner 
and crew of the fishing schooner Florilla. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr, Caruite. | 

A bill (H. R. No. 300) for the relief of Joshua 
Knowles, junior, and others, owners of the 
schooner Garnet, of ‘Truro. 
CaRuice. | 


[Objected to by 


An act (S. No. 140) for the relief of the owners 


of the fishing schooners Brandywine, Forrester, 


Grampus, Ursula, Stephen C. Phillips, and Unioa. , 


[Objected to by Mr. Canuire.] 


A bill (H. R. No. 325) for the relief of Isaac 
Adams. 


Mr. WALKER. What has become of the |; 


reports on the Calendar from the Court of Claims? 

The CHAIRMAN, ‘They are adverse re- 
ports, and therefore are objected to. The Court 
of Claims reports adversely to the memorialists, 


and therefore the Chair considers the reports as | 
objected to, and proceeds to the consideration of | 


other bills, 
Mr. WALKER. 


I wish to submit a question 


to the Chair—whether, in the case of adverse re- | 


ports by the Court of Claims, itis not competent 
to move a bill as an amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the committee has proceeded to consider bills on | 
the Private Calendar. 
Chair has directed the Clerk to omit, there are no 
bills, and therefore there is nothing to be consid- | 
ered but the report. Under the law of Congress 
they are to be considered in Committe 
Whole House, but not on objection day. 

Mr. WALKER, Will the Chairallow me to | 
make a suggestion? It seems to me that the Chair | 
is in error in holding that adverse reports by the | 
Court of Claims are tantamount to objections | 
made in committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Ala- | 
bama does not apprehend the pomt. There is | 
no bill in any of these cases; thieioce there is 
nothing to be considered. A bill has to originate | 
somewhere. 

Mr. GREENWOOD, The adverse reports. 
have been made. by. the court. ; 

The CHAIRMAN, Yes; they have been | 
made by the Court.of Claims, not by the Com- | 
mitiee of Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is, it in order to 
move to lay aside those reports, to be reported to 


t Sutter’s fort, the sum the House with the recommendation that the 


|| ‘The CHAIRMAN, 


[Objected to by Mr. | 


The Chair remarks that | 


In those cases which the | 


e of the || 











report of the Court of Claims be concurred in? 
The Chair thinks the 
committee can take no cognizance of these reports. 
'| A bill (H. R. No. 325) for the relief of Isaac 
| Adams. [Objected to by Mr. Capwa aver. ] 

' 

| 


A bill (C. C. No. 3) for the relief of James M. 
| Lindsay. 


| State of Alabama, his title to fractional! section 
twenty-one, township six, range five, west of the 
| Alabama river, except the south half of the south- 


quarter of said section, the same being the part of a 
reservation made to Samueland David Hale, Creek 
Indians, by the treaty of August 9, 1814, between 
the United States and the hostile Creeks; pro- 
vided, that this act shall be construed to vest in 
the said Lindsay only the reversionary interest 
| of the United States, and not to prejudice the 
| rights of bona fide claimants other than the United 
States. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
|| House. 


|| Aceardi, 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Salvador Accardi upon the roll 
| of invalid pensioners, at the rate of six dollars 
per month, commencing from the 14th of March, 
1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


H. Chase. 


The bill directs the accounting officers of the | 
| Treasury to pass to the credit of William H. | 


| Chase, a major in the Army, in the settlement of | 
Porter, widow of the late Commodore David Por- || 


| amount heretofore disallowed him in lieu of quar- 
| ters and fuel in the years 1838 and 1839, and the 
further sum of $150 for money paid by him to Dr. 
|| Wedderburn, of the Navy, for medical services; 
|| and the further sum of $130 for money paid by 
| him for the hire of a vessel to convey him, in the 
| course of his duty, from Key West to Havana, 
| in 1845, amounting in all to $1,092 50. 
| The Committee of Claims reported an amend- 
| ment to strike out the item of $150 to be paid to 
| Dr. Wedderburn. 
| The amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
| further by reducing the aggregate amount $150, 
to correspond with the amendment just made. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
_ reported to the House. 


| A bill (C. C. No. 2) for the relief of Asbury 


Dickins. 
| nessee. | 

A bill (C. C. No. 8) for the relief of Michael 
Nourse. 
I}linois. 

A bill (C. C. No. 5) for the relief of John 
Robb. ([Objected to by Mr. Wasnsurne, of 
Illinois. } 

A bill (H. R. No. 333) for the relief of Collins. 
Boomer. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 


[Objected to by Mr. Jonzs, of Ten- 


| to pay Collins Boomer $1,000, in full payment 


for the sloop and provisions captured from him 
'in 1813 by the British, in consequence of his 
employment of the sloop in the conveyance of 
| American troops upon the river St. Lawrence. 
| Mr. CARLILE. I object. 
Mr. EDWARDS. [I hope the gentleman will 
| withdraw his ohrectlom he bill was unani- 
mously reported by the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. CARLILE. It seems that this claim ori- 
| ginated some forty years ago, and I think it is 
| very strange that it has never been paid before, 
| if it was due him. 

Mr. GILBERT. It does not appear from the 
report that the claim has ever been pressed before 
Congress until now. 

Mr. CARLILE,. Very well. I will withdraw 
| my objection. 
he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 


‘| House. 


| 


A resolution to pay William Cooper the sum 
| of $400, for his services as laborer at the Capitol 





The bill confirms to James M. Lindsay, of the | 


A bill (C. C. No. 4) for the relief of Salvador | 


A bill (C. C. No. 6) for the relief of William | 


his accounts, the sum of $812 50, being for the | 


[Objected to by Mr. Wasusurne, of 


August 12, 
| during the Thirty-First and Thirt 
i| gresses. 
| It appears from the report that Coo 
} tion to labor for which he received co 
1 performed other labor about the Capitol durin 
| the ‘Thirty-First and Thirty-Second Congresses 
| for which the sum of $100 per session hag ene 
| paid for like services during other sessions of 

Congress. 
The resolution was laid aside, 
to the House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 339) for the relief of J H 
F. Thornton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and Hay T. 
Taliaferro, sureties of D. M. F. Thornton late 
a purser in the Navy of the United States, "TOb. 
|| jected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, } 

A bill (H. R. No. 340) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Joseph Nourse, deceased 
[Objected to by Mr. Greenwoop.] : 

A bill (H. R. No. 342) to allow the legal re 
resentatives of Samuel Jones, of the eleventh Vj». 
|| ginia regiment on continental establishment, fiys 

ears’ full pay as a captain of infantry, in liey o¢ 


half pay for life. [Objected to by Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee. ] 


A bill (1. R. No. 336) for the relief of Rang. 
dell Pegg. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Ransdell Pegg $108 50 out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, beings 
the amount of difference of pay received by him 
asa watchman at the east wing of the Patent 
Office, and that received by the other watchman 
of said building, from the 23d of July, 1849, to 
Ist of October, 1850. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 349) for the relief of An. 
|| drew A. H. Knox and Joseph A. Campbell, or 
their heirs and legal representatives. 
Mr. SANDIDGE. IT ask that that bill may be 
passed over informally. 
It was so ordered. 


An act (S. No. 240) to confirm the title of 
Henry Volcker to a certain tract of land in the 
Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. SANDIDGE, Upon the request of the 
Delegate from New Mexico I objected to that bill 
upon a former occasion, and 1 make the same 
objection now. 

An act (S. No. 191) for the relief of Cezaire 
|| Wallace, of the parish of Bossier, and State of 
|| Louisiana. 

The bill provides that Cezaire Wallace be con- 
firmed in his claim to the two tracts of land, each 
containing six hundred and forty acres, lying in 
the State of Louisiana, and within the limits of 
the late neutral territory, which said claims were 

founded on inhabitation and cultivation, and 

reported for confirmation by the register and re- 
ceiver of the southwestern district of Louisiana 
in their report, dated November 1, 1824, in con- 
|| formity to the provisions of the act of Congress, 
|| approved March 3, 1823, and the act suppiement- 
ary thereto, approved May 26, 1824; which 
claims are nambered, respectively, thirty-four 
| and fifty-six, and embraced in the third class 
of the report; that the confirmation made by the 
act shall not be construed to extend further than 
ll to a relinquishment of title on the part of the 

United States; and the claims so confirmed shall 
'| be located under the direction of the register and 
| receiver of the proper land office, in conformity 
with the legal subdivisions of the public surveys, 
| so far as practicable, and shall include the im- 

provements of the claimant; that upon the loca- 

tion, as herein provided, such register shall for- 
| ward certificates thereof to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, who, upon the receipt 
thereof, shall cause patents to be issued to the 
said Cezaire Wallace for the lands so located; 
earn the same does not exceed the quantity 
ereby confirmed. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims re- 

ported the following amendment: 


Add to the proviso the following: And if its location a3 
herein confirmed should interfere with any bona fide pre- 
emption claim, or other adverse valid right, the same to 
the extent of such confliction may be located on any public 
land of the district to which there may be no existing pre- 
emption or other valid claim, under such ulations as 
may be ibed by the Commissioner of General 
Land Office. 


The amendment was agreed to, 
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The bill was laid aside to be reported to the || Mr. LETCHER called for the reading of the || that the bill is defective in nanting no person to 


use. i} report. i} 
wr act (S. No. 241) for the relief of the legal || The CHAIRMAN. No report accompanies | 

ti contatives of John Morrison and Charles || the bill. i} 
n hReported with an amendment. | Mr. LETCHER. Then I object. 


G A SANDIDGB. I ask that this bill may || An act (S. No. 158) for the relief of Dempsey 
: A || Pittman. t) 


he passed by informally. | | 
The bill directs the proper accounting officers || 


No objection being made, it was passed by. | \ 

{n act (S. No. 194) for the relief of Joseph | of the Treasury, under the direction of the Sec- 
enith. }| retary of War, to audit and settle the account of || 
~The bill authorizes Joseph Smith to locate, | Dempsey Pittman against the United States, for ! 
free of cost, one hundred and sixty acres of land, | his military services in Florida, in 1838, and pay i 
sweording to the legal subdivisions, on any of the || him such compensation and allowances as may be | 
ablic lands of the United States subject to pri- || found to be justly due him, out of any money in || 
cate entry, in lieu of a location made’ by said | the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: pro- 
Sith on the west half of the southwest quarter || vided, that the amount shall in no case excee the | 
nf section twenty-five, and the east half of the || Pay of a colonel of infantry for five months. - } 
eouthwest quarter of section twenty-six, in town- | The report of the Senate Committee on Mili- | 
ship seven south, of range fifteen west, in the | tary Affairs was read. 


Kalamazoo land district, in the State of Michigan, || The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
as assignee of military land warrant No. 5599, || House. 1 
and which location was canceled by the Com- |} A bill (H.. R. No. 357) for the relief of the legal || 
missioner of the General Land Office. A’nd it || representatives of William Austin, deceased. | 
directs the Commissioner of the General Land || [Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.] i| 
fice, upon the receipt of the certificate of loca- | 


’ A bill (H.. R. No. 11) for the relief of J. W. } 
tion from the register of the proper land offiee, to 


Ve Todd, a lieutenant of ordnanee in the United | 
issue a patent to the said Joseph Smith for the 
lands so located, 


States Army. 
: The bill directs the proper accounting officers || 

On the 28th day of April, 1849, a bounty land | 
warrant was issued to William Hill, a private in 


of the Treasury to give credit to J. W. Todd, a || 

. } > ‘ \| 
: i 5 lieutenant of ordnance in the United States Army, |) 

Captain Wittenmeyer’s company, in the first 

regiment of Miehigan volunteers, in the war with 

Mexico. Prior to the issuing of the said war- 


in the sum of $2,450, the same being the amount | 
rant, to wit, on the 2d of August, 1848, the said 


placed in his hands by the United States, and 1 
charged to him asa disbursing officer, which was || 

William Hill departed this: life, leaving no wife 

or children, or relatives, as appears from the cer- 


irrecoverably lost whilst in his charge and cus- | 
tificate of the judge of the probate court for Cass 


tody, by the burning and sinking of the steam- || 
boat Gipsey, on the Mississippi river, between 

county, Michigan; that said Hail, at the time of 

his decease, was indebted for expenses incurred 


' 
| 
+ ~ >| 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans, on the 7th of | 
| 
during his last sickness in the sum of about one 


| December, 1854. 
hundred and twenty dollars, and left no personal 
property for the payment of the said indebtedness. 
On the 5th day of October, 1848, one Charles S. 








The Committee on Military Affairs reported || 
an amendment, to strike out the second section, || 
as follows: | 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be paid || 
to the said Todd, out of any moneys in the Treasury not |} 


whom the amount is to be paid. If there be no 
objection, an amendment will be made, inserting 
the name which appears in the title of the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 


An act (S. No. 63) to authorize and direct the 


|| settlement of the account of the Bank of the State. 


of Missouri for money advanced for the subsist- 
ence and transportation of volunteers. 

r ° * 

Phe bill directs the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department to audit the account 


| of the Bank of the State of Missouri against the 


United States, for money advanced in 1846 for 
subsistence and transportation of certain com- 
anies of volunteers, which, by order of General 
». P, Gaines, assembled at St. Louis, Missouri, 


| in May and June of that year, with the view of 


being mustered into the service of the United 
States, in the same manner as.if the said com- 
panies had been regularly received into the ser- 
vice, and the payment of the balance which may 
be found to be due to the said bank, with interest 
thereupon; provided that the amount authorized 
to be paid shall not exceed $663 78, with interest 
from the Ist of June, 1846, and that the account 
be sustained by such vouchers as are required in 


| similar cases. 


Mr. LEFCHER. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out the interest wherever it occurs in the bill. 

‘Mr. KENNETT. I hope the gentleman will 
not insist upon his amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER, | do insist upon it. I will 
| not consent to pay interest uponany claim against 
the Government. If interest bé allowed, | shall 
object to the bill. 


Mr. KENNETT. Well, sir, it will be better 


|| to have the principal without the interest than not 


to have anything atall. I hope, therefore, the 
amendment will be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bil], as amended, was laid aside to be re- 


Clowes was duly appointed administrator of the || otherwise appropriated, the sum of $150, the value of his || ported to the House. 


esiate of the said Hill, who, on.the 15th of De- || anon pe er pe Stn etnen tee by the barhiag ems |) 


cember, 1849, as such administrator, and under | . ; ; 
| From the report, which was read, it appears | 


the order of the probate judge, sold and assigned || ; 
the said warrant to the petitioner, Joseph Smith, || that Lieutenant Todd was in command of the 
| Baton Rouge arsenal; that it wasa part of his 


and applied -the money thus realized to the liqui- d : i. oe 
dation of the indebtedness of the said Hill, and || @4U*Y % collect, at various times, war warrants 


expenses of administration; that said warrant || Socttatesndied cdeumaneaedamanetbememedt 


was located by the said Smith upon the west half |) Sew al » omhenieel — esl 
of the southwest quarter of section twenty-five, || ‘°° those: warrants ne haw to present them to the | 
sub-treasurer at New Orleans; that in the early | 


and east half of the southeast quarter of section . ; 
twenty-six, in township seven south, of range part of December, 1854, he presented three drafts 
y to the sub-treasurer aforesaid, amounting to 


fifteen west, in the Kalamazoo land district, in the = : 
/ : || $2,450; that in returning to Baton Rouge’ on the 


State of Michigan, which location was canceled || **? Gi 5 daieiasdh in Senthnten fe | 
by orderof the Commissioner of the General Land || S&mer “psey he deposited his funds in the sate 
of the steamer, in charge of the chief clerk; that 


Office, in May, 1851, on the ground that the war- | . . - 
2 ys : - at four o’clock on the morning of the 7th of De- 


rant issued after the death of said Hill. ce 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire || Ce™ber, 1854, the steamer was burned, some 
, twelve or fourteen passengers lost, the safe with 


| 
whether the first part of the? report states when | . ; 
this‘man evitered ine wervied P all its contents sunk, and the said Lieutenant J. 
. E Todd barely escaping with his life, losing 
| 








The CHAIRMAN. The report does notstate ; i ble f 
the length of time of service, or when he entered || #!! of his baggage, besides the public funds: de- 
. posited in the safe aforesaid, amounting to the | 


the service. . “ost 
Mr. JONES, { haveno doubt that the claimant || 88g'esate of the drafts referred to, to wit: $2,450. | 
‘The bill referred to the committee proposes to | 


rendere i i i ; ae 
yo tiers eis ane nanirdcebaies oe —_ what the memorial of the said ‘Todd prays | 
before the warrant issues, and leave no widow or ||," namely: a credit on the account of the said 
children, brothers or sisters, I believe the warrant | Todd of the amount of the public fundslost which 
is void, under the act of the. Mexican: service: || stand charged against him, as well as an allow- 
But if this man entered the service after February, \| 
1847, then this warrant, though isswed after his || i the all , itay p meeeeel 
death, would, in my opinion, belong to his heirs | ea nai ee eh ee ee ere 


general, or to his creditors; because the law was 








ance of the amount of his loss: by reason of the || 
destruction of his baggage. The committee rec- || Forrest. 


| A bill (H. R. No. 359) increasing the pension 
| of George W. Torrence. 

The bill increases the pension allowed to 
| George W. Torrence, by the act approved July 
17, 1854, to forty dollars per month, commencing 
from the date of the beginning of his present 
Camgoore: in consideration of his great disability 
| by reason of wounds received at the National 
| Bridge, Mexico, on the 9th of September, 1847. 
| The bill was:laid aside to be reported to the 
| House. 

An act (S. No. 137) for the relief of Amos B. 
Eaton, a commissary of subsistence in the United 
| States Army. 
| ‘The bill directs the proper accounting officers 

of the Treasury to allow and credit to Amos B. 
Eaton, a commissary of subsistence in the United 
States Army, the sum of $1,137 79, the amount 


| 


|| paid by him to William Sibley, William H. 


a and A. Herbert, who were clerks in the 

nited States commissary department, for ser- 
| vices rendered by them as auctioneers in the sales 
\‘of certain damaged and surplas subsistence stores 


| at Brazos Island, Texas, and at Monterey, Mex- 





|| ico, in 1847 and 1848, 


| The bill-was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House, 


An act (S. No. 184) for the relief of Samuel 


The bill directs’ the accounting officers of the 


Todd of the amount of public money lost by him, | Treasury to allow to Samuel Forrest two and a 


: ; re te svery || half per cent. upon the amount of military contri- 
in existence at that.time, and offered this bounty || for the reason that he appears to have taken every I y 


of one hundred and sixty acres of land as an in- 
d sixty e and because the loss was the result of unavoid- 


; ? 3 | 
able accident; but the committee do not conceive | 


| possible precaution for the safety of the money, || butions received by him while acting as purser to 


| the United States ship Ohio, on the coast of the 
Pacific, during the Mexican war, and that the 





therein differs from the acts-of 1850.and 1855, which 
gave a mere gratuity or bounty for services before 
rendered, Those laws confined the bounty to 
the soldier himself, his widow and minor children. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is notin order. 
The bill waslaid aside to be reported to the 
ouse. 
A bill (H. R. No. 38). granting one hundred | 
and sixty acres of land to Richard Smith, of Co- 
shocton county, Ohio, for his services in: the ex- 


ducement to persons to enlist.in that. war, and | 


that Lieutenant Todd has any claim upon the 
| Government for the destruction of his private 
gage. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, as 
amended, was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

A bill (1. R. No. 338) for the relief of George 
Schellinger. The bill requires the Secretary of 
me Treasury to pay, out of one mente in the 
. : , : ; reasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum 
poutine against the Rickaree Indians. [Objected || of $284 25, in full for cemiee cael by him 
to by Me. Quirman. } by reason of destruction of property Pp Army 

An act (S. No. 159) for the relief of James of the United States during the Black Hawk war. 
Harrington. | The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remark 


‘i 


|| same be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
'| not otherwise appropriated; the said allowance to 
| be in full compensation for all extra services, ex- 
|| penses, and losses, during the period aforesaid, 
|, according to the spirit of the act of March 3, 1849, 
| to provide for the settlement of accounts of 
|| public officers and others who may have received 
|| moneys arising from military contributions, or 
otherwise, in Mexico.” 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 
|| An act for the relief of Mrs. Agatha O’Brien, 
|| widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. O’Brien, late of 
| the United States Army. 
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to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Mrs. Agatha O’brien, 
widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. O’Brien, such 
sums of money as may be found due to her late | 
husband, as captain of artillery, from the 31st of 
December, 1849, when he was last 
3ist of March, 1850, the day of his 


i 
i 
| 
! 
rae to the |! 
eath. | 


| 
The Committee on Military Affairs reported |} 


the bill with the following amendment, as an ad- | 
| consul 


| Lercuer. ] 


ditional section: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the proper ac- 


counting Officers of the Treasury audit and -settle the || 


accounts of the late Major J. P. J. O’Brien, of the United }| 
States Army, upon the principles of equity and justice. 

‘The memorialist states ‘* that her late husband || 
wasassistant quartermaster United States Army, || 
from 1847 to the time of his death, and, as such, | 
disbursed large sums of public money at various 
places, particularly at Camargo, Mexico, and Indi- 
anola, Texas; that while actually in the perform- 
ance ofhisduties’”? * * * ‘he was seized with 
cholera and died after a few hours’ illness, at In- 
dianola, on March 31, 1850, necessarily leaving 
his accounts ina very unsettled condition. Upon 
a settlement of his accounts at the Treasury, a 
balance of about seven hundred dollars standd 
charged against him, while his pay and emolu- 
ments, for the quarter ending on the day he died, 
are, to his credit, $335 50. 

Mr. LETCHER. If 1 understand the re 


ete | 
there is due to J. P. J. O’Brien, on the books of || 


| 


the United States, a balance of some four hun- || 
dred dollars; and the bill provides that an allow- 
ance shall be paid to his widow. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is a balance due 
from him, upon the books of the Department, of 
some seven hundred dollars, and the bill proposes | 
to pay to his widow the amount of his pay and | 
emoluments from the 3d of December, 1849, 
when he was last paid, to the Ist day of March, 
1850, the day of his death. 

Mr. LETCHER. What is to be done with 
the book account in the mean time? Does the 
committee make any recommendation upon that 
subject? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The amendment directs |! 
the accounting officer of the Treasury to settle 
his accounts. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire if the sec- 
ond section is intended to cause the account to be. 
balanced upon the books? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It is. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I prefer to say so in- | 
stead of going through this round about way of 
doing so. I move to amend by striking out the | 
amendment reported by the committee—the sec- | 
ond section—and inserting the following in lieu 
thereof: | 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the proper ac- 
counting officer of the Treasury balance the account of the | 
late Major J. P. J. O’Brien, on the books of the United | 
States, and pay over to the memorialist the balance that || 
may be due Major J. P. J. O’Brien for his services. | 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 
to. | 

| 
\) 


{ 


The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to* 
the House. 


A bill (S. No. 360) to reimburse the State of 
Vermont the expenses incurred by her in paying 
her militia, called out in 1838 and 1839 to preserve |) 
the neutrality of the country. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to |! 
pay to the State of Vermont, out of any moneys || 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the || 
sum of $4,009 18, the same being the amount ex- 
proses by said State in paying and subsisting | 
ver militia, called out to preserve the neutrality 
of the United States, then involved in the troubles 
on the Canada frontier. | 

Mr. QUITMAN. I ask that the reading of | 
the report, which is a lengthy one, may be dis- || 
pensed with. The Committee on Military Affairs 
were unanimous in reporting this bill, being sat- 
isfied that the sum of $4,009 18 was expended by 
the State of Vermont for the purposes stated in 
the bill. 

‘The reading of the report was dispensed with, || 
and the bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House. 


An act directing payment to George P. Marsh ! 
for judicial services rendered by him, under the | 


\| 
! 
1] 
| 
| 
1} 


| clerk of the Department of State. 
| oy Mr. Hueusrton.] 


| acts to the recipients thereof, and pay 


| B. Winship, widow of Oscar F. Winship. 


| month, from the 13th day of December, 1855, for 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| fmend from Tennessee, [ will move to strike out 


{| ported to the House. 


| E. Cobb, widow of Charles Cobb. 


| the late Charles Cobb, a gunner in the naval 
| service of the United States, upon the list of 


| visions of said act, and that her pension com- | 


‘4H CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury || to the Ottoman Porte. [Objected to by Mr. | The bill directs the Secretary of the Inte 


WuHeeter.] 


A bill for the relief of William Hunter, chief 
{Objected to 


A bill for the relief of Peter Parker, late secre- 
tary of legation at Canton, China. (Objected to 
by Mr. Orr. ]} 

A bill for the relief of Stephen H. Weems, late 
at Guatemala. [Objected to by Mr. 


A bill for the relief of George W. Lippitt. 
[Objected to by Mr. Letcuer.] 

An act (H.R. No. 365) for the relief of Charles 
L. Denman. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to pay to Charles L. Denman $200, in full | 
| consideration of a like sum by him advanced to 


, for the passage of two 


the Pacific Mail compeny xe ( 
capulco, in Mexico, to | 


American citizens from 


| San Francisco, California, and to be paid out of | 


any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
riated. 


Che bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


A bill (H. R. No. 366) for the relief of Rebec- 
ca Smith. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


| place the name of Rebecca Smith on the roll of | 


revolutionary pensions for the State of Georgia, 


| under the act of July 7, 1838, and the other acts 


subsequent thereto, continuing the benefits of said 
her a pen- 
sion, at the rate of $100 a year, under said act, 
during her natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 367) for the relief of Mary 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Mary B. Winship, widow of 
the late Major Oscar f. Winship, deceased, on 
the pension roll at the rate of fifty dollars a 


and during her natural life. 

The report was read. 

Mr. McMULLIN. It seems to me that the 
distinction between the amounts to be paid in this 
pill and that in the last is too great. As far asl 
can see, the principle is precisely the same. I 
would inquire of the gentleman who reported the 
bill, aiaailies he will not consent to an amend- 
ment reducing the amount? 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York. What amend- 
ment does the gentleman propose? 

Mr.McMULLIN. Well, sir, the last bill pro- 
vided a pension of only $100 a year, and this for | 
a pension of $50 per month. [| cannot see the 
distinction between the two cases. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
what rank this Winshipheld. I understand that 
his rank was that of captain, and that his pension 
under the general law would have been only 
twenty dollars per month. I think the full dis- 
ability pension is all the husband would have 
received under the general law. 

Mr.McMULLIN. Upon the statement of my 


‘fifty dollars,’’ and insert ‘‘twenty dollars.’’ 
I'he amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be re- 


A bill (H. R. No. 368) for the relief of Ursula 


The bill requires the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Ursula E. Cobb, widow of 


those pensioners who are allowed pensions by 
the act entitled ‘‘An act for the more equitable 
administration of the Navy pension fund,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1837, and to allow her, as the 
widow of Cobb, a pension, agreeable to the pro- 


mence on the 9th of May, 1853. : | 

The bill was Mid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. McMULLIN moved that the committee | 
rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


A bili (H.. R. No. 369) for the relief of Albro | 


act of August 11, 1848, while minister resident |! Tripp. | 


. 


___ August 12, 


| place the name of Albro Tripp upon the a 
| pension roll at the rate: of twenty dollars _ 

| month, in lieu of the pension to which he 

| entitled under the law of Congress approy d 
| August 3, 1854, to commence on the . 
cember, 1855, to-contiriue during his n 


per 


Ist of De. 


atural |j 
The bill was laid aside to be reported me 


| 

| House. 

A bill (H. R. No. 369) for the relief of Mary 

Ann Clark. ; 

| The bill and report were read. 

| Mr. LETCHER. If disease were contracted 

|in Mexico, the surgeon of the army who hag 

charge of this claimant’s husband could ce 

| the fact. 

| Mr. OLIVER. He was taken ill with this 

| disease in Mexico, and it grew upon him afi, 

| he left the service. He was taken into the coup. 

| try and died, and his widow has had no oppor. 

| tunity to get the certificate of the surgeon, 

| Mr. LETCHER. Others are required to pro. 

| duce a certificate, and I do not see why this case 
should be an exception. I object to the bill, 


A bill (H. R. No. 371) for the relief of Dolly 
Empson. 

The bill directs that the name of Dolly Empson 
of the State of Tennessee, widow of Jacob Emp. 
son, deceased, a private in the war of 1819, shal 

be placed on the pension roll; and that she be 
| allowed and paid, by the proper officer of the 
, Government, such pension as is now allowed by 
| law to the widows of soldiers who were killed 
| in battle, or died in the service of wounds received 
| in battle, or of disease contracted in the service 
| in the line of their duty, or who died at any time 
after being discharged of wounds received, or of 
disease contracted, while in the service and in the 
line of their duty, to commence on the Ist of 
January, 1856. 

The Bu was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 372) for the relief of Lyman 
N. Cook. 

The bill directs that the name of Lyman N. 
Cook be placed on the pension roll of the United 
States, and that he receive an annual pension of 
$22 50 per month, during his natural life, to be 
paid to him out of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House. 


An act (S. No. 210) to increase the pension of 
Alpheus T. Palmer, late a lieutenant in the ninth 
regiment United States infantry. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to pay to Alpheus T. Palmer, late a lieutenant in 
the ninth regiment United States infantry, a pen- 
sion at the rate of thirty dollars per month, in- 
stead of the pension of seventeen dollars per 
month, which he has heretofore received. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


An act (S. No. 208) for the relief of Betsey 
Whipple. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
ces the name of Betsey Whipple, widow of 
stephen Whipple, late a pensioner of the United 
States, upon the roll of pensioners, and pay to 
her annually, during her widowhood, the sum of 
ninety-six dollars, to commence on the 28th of 
June, 1853. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


Mr. SNEED. I move that the committee rise. 
With the consent of the committee, I desire to 
state my reasons for making the motion. There 
is a bill which was, at an early day of the ses- 
sion, placed upon the calendar of the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. Itis4 
bill to liquidate the unadjusted contracts of the 
| Tennessee river improvements. It is really 
| private bill, and involves a case of very great 
hardship. It was reported long before these bills 
| which we are now acting upon; and I desire, 
| when we get into the House, to call it up for con- 
| sideration. 


The motion was not agreed to. 

An act (S. No. 115) granting a pension to 
| Samuel B. Porter, a soldier in the late war with 
| Great Britain. : 
| The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior t0 


rufy 


| 
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‘ace the name of Samuel B. Porter on the list | 
P nvalid pensioners of the United States, and | 
vay him a pension at the rate of six dollars per | 
month, commencing on the Ist of January, 1853, || 
snd to continue during his natural life; provided, || 
‘hat if, at any time hereafter, he shall prove to || 
‘yp satisfaction of the Commissioner of Pensions || 
that he is totally disabled in consequence of the 1 
- jury alleged to have been received in the battle | 
of Plattsburg during the late war with Great 1 
pritain, then his pension, by this act granted, || 
shall be increased to eight dollars per month; 
said increase to date from the completion of the 
proof of such increased disability. 
* The report, which was read, sets forth that the | 
netitioner enlisted in the United States infantry, 
', January, 1814, for during the war. In the 
pattle of Plessaetst while engaged in the de- || 
jense of the bastion of the middle or principal 
fort, the upper floor, on which he was stationed, 
was torn up by an eighteen or twenty-four pound 
shot, and he was thrown some ten or twelve feet 
to the lower floor, receiving severe wounds in his | 
right arm and elbow, from which he has never | 
recovered. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 206) increasing the pension of || 
Albert Hart. 

The bill instructs the Secretary of the Interior | 
to increase the pension of Albert Hart to sixteen |} 
dollars per month, and pay him at the rate of || 
sixteen dollars per month from the Ist January, || 
1354, during his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 212) to increase the pension of |, 
Amaziah Goodwin, of the State of Maine. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
pay to Amaziah Goodwin, of Maine, ten_dollars || 
per month, instead of six dollars per month, now | 
iayable to him as an invalid pensioner of the | 
Cited States. This increase to take effect from 
and after the Ist January, 1852, and to continue 
during his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 246) granting a pension to Mrs. | 
Olivia W. Cannon, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, | 
late a midshipman in the United States Navy, 
now deceased. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 


i 





S. Cannon, late a midshipman in the United 
States Navy, now deceased, a sum equal to five 
years’ half pay of her deceased husband’s grade 
in the Navy, estimated according to his pay for 
active sea service, under act of March 2, 1835; 
provided, that said half-pay pension shall be paid 
from any money appropriated, or to be appro- 
priated, to pay the half-pay pensions of widows 
and orphans of the Navy, and that no sale, trans- 
fer, or mortgage of the whole or any part of the 
sum granted by the act, made prior to the taking 
effect thereof, shall be valid. ~ 

Bn: bill was laid aside to be reported to the 

ouse. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 374) for the relief of Claiborn 
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The question wae taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 5, noes 117. 
So the committee refused to rise. 


A bill (H. R. No. 376) for the benefit of Rob- | 
ert S. Wimberly. i! 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to || 
place the name of Robert S. Wimberly, of the || 
State of Georgia, upon the roll of invalid pen- 
sions, at eight dollars per month, from the Ist of || 
December, 1855, to continue during his natural 
life. 
Mr. FOSTER. 
ment to the bill: 


Add as follows: 

ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and he is hereby, directed to issue, or cause to 
be issued, by the proper officer, to the said Robert S. Wim 


{ 


I offer the following amend- 
| 


| berly, a bounty land warrant for one hundred and sixty 
| acres of land in the same way as though he had established 


his claim under the laws now in force upon that subject. 


Mr. LETCHER. If the gentleman insists on 
the amendment, | must object to the bill. 
Mr. FOSTER. Then Fastihiiion the amend- | 
ment. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 378) for the relief of Richard 
I. Murray. 
The bill directs that the name of Richard I. 
Murray be placed on the roll of invalid pensions, || 
at the rate of eight dollars per month, to com- | 
mence on the Ist day of December, 1855, and to 

continue during his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 207) for the relief of Levi C. 
Harris. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Levi C. Harris, of the State of 


| Mississippi, upon the roll of invalid pensioners 
, 


and pay him a pension at the rate of ninety-six 
dollars per annum, from the Ist of December, 
1854, during his natural life. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House. 
to the roll of invalid pensioners. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
| restore the name of Joshua Mercer to the list of 
| invalid pensioners, and pay him at the rate of | 


1852, during his natural life. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


An act (S. No. 201) granting a pension to | 


|| Nathaniel Mothershead, of Missouri. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

lace the name of Nathaniel Mothershead, of 
Siamaned, upon the roll of invalid pensioners of 
the United States, and pay to him a pension at 
| the rate of eight dollars per month, from the Ist 
of January, 1850, during his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 247) granting a pension to Mor- 
ris Powers. 


| 
| 





Vaughn. 

The bill directs the Secretar 
place the. name of Claiborn 
of invalid"pensions for the State of Georgia, at the | 
rate of six dollars per month, to commence on | 
the 4th of December, 1855, and to continue during | 


of the Interior to | 
aughn on the roll | 


his natural life. 
| 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. . 


A bill (H.R. No. 375) for the relief of George 


Bond. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


place the name of George Bond on the roll of 


nlace the name of Morris Powers on the list of 
invalid pensioners of the United States, and pay 
him eight dollars per month from the Ist of Jeip 
br 1856, during his natural life. 

he 





bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


House. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| was received from the Senate, by Aspury Dick- 
| ins, their Secretary, informing the House that 
| the Senate had passed a bill of the House (H. 

R. No. 189) making appropriations for the naval 


The committee rose informally, and a message 
| 


invalid pensions for the State of Georgia, at the || Service for the year ending the 30th of June, 


rate of eight dollars per month, to commence on | 


the 4th of December, 1855, and to continue during 
his natural life. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
Touse. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasu- 
EURNE Of Illinois, and Evans were appointed. 


1857, with amendments, in which he was directed 
|| to ask the concurrence of the House. 


The committee resumed its session, and again 


proceeded to the consideration of bills upon the 
- 
PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


A bill (H. R. No. 379) for the relief of Robin- | 


son Gammon. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


lace the name of Robinson Gammon, of Rox- 
| ury, 7 of Oxford, and State of Maine, 
o 


upon the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
i! 


| eight dollars per month, from the Ist of January, | 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


— 


eight dollars per mont&, from the 3d of December, 


1850, during his life. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. 
the committee rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire when the 
pension in the last case read commences? 

The CHAIRMAN, On the 3d of December, 
1850. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire why it goes 
back so far? I propose to amend the bill by 
making the increase commence in December, 
1855—the beginning of this session of Congress. 

Mr. PIKE. It was a mistake: it should have 
read 1855. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, 
as amended, was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 380) for the relief of John 


I move that 


_ Campbell, 


The bill increases the pension of John Camp- 
bell from four to eight dollars per month, such 
increase to commence on the Ist of December, 
1855. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. In order that we may have 
a quorum for the passage of these bills, | move that 
the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Pueps reported that the 
Committee of the Whole House had had under 
consideration the Private Calendar, and had di- 
rected him to report to the House forty-six bills, 
some with and some without amendments, with 
a recommendation that they do pass. 


Mr.GIDDINGS. I now move to take up the 
bills that have passed without objection and with- 
out amendment, and to pass them in the aggre- 

| gate. 

I propose, if it 
|meet the approbation of the House, that the 
| House concur with the report of the Committee 


\| of the Whole House. 
An act (S. No. 209) restoring Joshua Mercer || 


Mr. PHELPS. I suggest a modification of 
that proposition. If there are any bills on which 
gentiemen desire a separate vote, let them be 
indicated. 

Mr. SAGE. I ask a separate vote on bill No. 
367, for the relief of Mary B. Winship. 

Mr. MILLSON. We got into serious diffi- 
| culty at the last session by not having the titles 
| of bills read. 
| Mr.McMULLIN. Asa separate vote is de- 
| manded by the gentleman from New York, | Mr. 
| Sace,] on bill No. 367, I shall object to the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Tennessee. I am 
perfectly willing that the vote on all be taken en 
|| masse. 
|| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia [Mr. Mitison] asks that the bills be read 
| by their titles. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


It is now near 

| six o’clock, and—— 

| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 

| ginia insists, as he has a right, that the bills be 
read by their titles. 

|| Mr. MILLSON. I desire to say one word, 

|| At the last session, in consequence of bills not 
being read by their titles, a bill was reported as 

|| having passed which never had passed the com- 

mittee at all. 

|| Mr. MecMULLIN, (atthirty-five minutes past 

|| five o’clock, p.m.) I move that the House do 

|} now adjourn. 

|| The motion was not agreed to. 

|| Mr. McMULLIN. I will withdraw my objec- 
tion to the proposition of the gentleman from 
| Tennessee. 

|| The bills were then read by their titles, and 

|| those upon which a separate vote was not asked 

i were acted on en masse. The amendments re- 

|| ported by the Committee of the Whole House 

|| were agreed to, the bills carried through their 
| several necessary stages, and finally passed. The 

| following are the bills passed: 

|| A bill (H. R. No. 224) authorizing the legal 

|| representatives of Manuel Gonzales Moro to 

enter certain lands in Missouri; 

|| Abill (H. R. No. 243) for the relief of George 

|| K. McGunnegle, surviving partner of the late firm 

of Hill & MeGiunnegle, of St. Louis, Missouri; 
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A bill (H. R. No. 260§ for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Thomas Gordon, de- || to the roll of invalid pensioners; : 
ceased; || An act (S. No. 201) granting a pension to 
A bill CH. R. No. 269) for the relief of the sure- || Nathaniel Mothershead, of Missouri; f 
ties of the late Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, Uni- || An act (S. No. 247) granting a pension to 
ted States Army; || Morris Powers; 
A bill (H.R. No. 275) for the relief of Captain | 
Thomas Ay Catesby Jones; 


CONGR 














| son Gammon; 


| 
} A bill (H. R. No. 380) for the relief of John 


A bill (CH. R. No. 281) for the relief of Betsey | 
Nash; || Campbell; 

A bill (C. C. No. 3) for the relief of Jaities:M. || The question was then on the bill of the House 
Lindsay ; | (No. 360) to reimburse the State of Vermont the 


A bill (C. C. No. 4) for the relief of Salvador 
Accardi; 

A bill (C. C. No. 6) for the relief of William | 
H. Chase; 

A bill CH. R. No. 333) for the relief of Collins 
Boomer; 

A resolution to pay William Cooper the sum 
of four hundred dollars for his services as laborer 
at the Capitol during the Thirty-First and Thirty- 


| expenses incurred by her in paying her militia, 
| called out in 1838 and 1839 to preserve the neu- 

| trality of the country, upon which Mr. Green- | 
| woop had demanded a separate vote. | 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 
amendment: 
Provided, That the reimbursement to the State of Ver- 
| mont hereby authorized to be made, shall not be so con- 
| strued as to authorize the allowance of bounty land to the 
Second Congresses; militia so ealled out in said State in the years 1838 and 
A bill CH. R. No. 336) for the relief of Ransdell || 1839 to preserve the neutrality of the country. 
CER : | Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, I hope that | 
An act (8. No. 240) to confirm the tifle of Henry amendment will not be adopted. It will be seen 
Volcker to a certain tract of land in the Territory \| that it will have the effect of changing the existing 
of New Mexico; , Ae _ || bounty land law. I ask for no special legislation | 
An act (S. No. 191) for the relief of Cezaire | jn belialf of Vermont, and I object to any inter- 


Wallace, of the parish of Bossier, and State of | y»olation in this bill which discriminates against 
Louisiana; | 


ier, and changes the construction of the present 


I offer the following 





Pp 


An act (S. No. 194) for the relief of Joseph || jaw. If any citizens of Vermont are entitled to 
Smith; Feu! t%, : '| bounty land under the present laws, certainly 1 
ae act (S. No. 158) for the relief of Dempsey || do not think this House will be disposed to de- 

itman; 


srive them of it by such an amendment as this. | 
t will not be contended, I suppose, by the gen- 
| tleman from Arkansas, [Mr. GRreENwoop, | under 
: '| his construction of the bounty land acts, that, if | 
A bill (H. R. No. 358) for the relief of George || the General Government had paid the amount | 


Schellenger; . , : | due to Vermont seventeen or eighteen years ago, 
An act (S. No. 63) to authorize and direct the | some of these citizens, called out in the emer- | 


ecitlement of the account of the Bank of the State gency to which the bill under consideration re- | 


A bill (HI. R. No. 11) for the relief of J. W. || 
Todd, a lieutenant of ordnance in the United 
States Army; 
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“we a : ay | 
An act (S. No. 209) restoring Joshua Mercer || r 


H 


A bill (H. R. No. 379) for the relief of Robin- |) b 
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August’ 12, 
ejected, and that the not unrensonable pene, 

fifty dollars per month will be given to hiewine : 
call for the previous question. ¥ 
The previous question was seconded; and th 
main question was ordered to be put. ’ 2 
| Mr. McMULLIN. I move to recommit the 


| bill. 

| The SPEAKER. The motion is no 
| pending the order for the previous question, 

| The question was taken; and the aiendmes 
of the Committee of the Whole House wes ds. 
| agreed to. n 
| The bill was ordered to be engrossed an; 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was q 
ingly read the third time. 

| Mr. GIDDINGS. I call for the previous ques. 
| tion on the passage of the bill. i 

Mr. MeMULLIN. _I move to reconsider ¢h, 
vote oY which the bill was ordered to be en. 
grossed and read a third time. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
| disagreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and ths 
main question was ordered to be put; and under 
| the operation thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to reconsider the yota 
by which the bill was passed, and also moyed 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 

table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to reconsider th. 
| vote by which all the bills reported from the com. 
mittee, and upon which the vote was taken jp 
| gross, be reconsidered; and I also move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, the 
bill (H. R. No. 189) making,appropriations for 
the support of the Navy for the year ending the 
30th of Sune, 1857, with the Senate amendments 


tin order 


1 read 
Ccord. 








of Missouri for money advanced for the subsist- || fers, would not be entitled to bounty land. Well, 
ence and transportation of volunteers; y {| sir, because the Government has delayed the | 
A bill (1, R. No. 359) increasing the pension || payment of a just debt seventeen or eighteen | 
of George W. Torrence; | years, they are not now any the less entitled to | 
An act (8, No, 137) for the relief of Amos B. || jt, I do not know what construction the Depart- | 
Eaton, a commissary of subsistence in the Uni- || ment might put upon it; but 1 object decidedly to || 
the amendment of the gentleman from Arkansas | 
being placed upon this bill, and trust the House | 
will vote it down. {| 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I am very far from || 
wishing to deprive these men of any rights they || 
may have ake r existing laws. Nor do I think 


ted States Army; 
An act (S, No. 184) for the relief of Samuel || 
Forrest; 
A bill (H. R. No. 364) for the relief of George | 
W. Lippitt; 
A bill (H. R. No. 365) for the relief of Charles || 
S. Denman; 
A bill (H.R. No. 366) for the relief of Rebecca || 


my amendment will bear that construction. The 
aa bill proposes to reimburse the State of Vermont 
mith; 


1 
| 
it 

: modes , || the expenses incurred by her in paying her militia, | 
A bill (FL. R. No. ey fur the relief of Mary . 


v lef 0 called out in 1838 and 1839 to preserve the neu- 
B. eee widow of ¢ scar k e Winship; i trality of the country. To show that [ do not 1 

A_bill (HI. R. No, 368) for the relief of Ursula || intend to deprive these men of any rights they | 
E. Cobb, widow of Charles Cobb; 4 


haries ; may have under existing laws, I will modify my || 
T A bill CH, R. No. 369) for the relief of Albro | amendment by adding these words: ‘* unless al- | 
ripp; 


heads in , ready entitled by law.” \| 
‘ A = — R. No. 370) for the relief of Mary Mr. MORRILL. . I object decidedly to any | 
nn ark, 


such amendment being interpolated upon this 


A bill CH. bill. 
Empson; || Mr. GREENWOOD. The amendment - 
BL al es a ane oa : — 
A bill (H. R. No. 372) for the relief of Lyman || vides that this militia shall not be construed to | 
N. Cook; b | be entitled to bounty land, unless entitled to it || 
An act (S. No. 210) to increase the pension of 


‘J , | under a former law. 
Alpheus T. Palmer, late a quartermaster in the || Mr. GIDDINGS. I say this: we ought to put 


niuth regiment United States infantry; | Vermont on the same footing as Maine and other 
An act (S. No. 208) for the relief of Betsey | States. I call for the previous question. 
hipple; S : : The previous question was seconded; and the 
An act (S. No, 215) granting a pension to Sam- || main question ordered to be put. 


uel B. Porter, a soldier in the late war with Great Mr. GREENWOOD. I call for the yeas and | 


Britain; fs £3) . nays on the amendment. 
An act (S. No. 206) increasing the pension of || ‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Albert Hart; | The amendment was disagreed to. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


R. No. 371) for the relief of Dolly 








An act (S. No. 212) to incresse the pension of The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 

yet eae (S. Ne. 246) the Statée‘of Maine; M || a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
An act (5. No. 246) granting a pension to Mrs. || jnoty » thi i assed. 

Olivia W. Catinon, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, ee ee tee ee " Bone 

late a midshipman in the’ United States Navy, BARE Re: Widener. 

now deceased; A bill (H. R. No. 367) for the retief of Mary 
A bill (H.R. No. 374) for the relief of Clai- | B. Winship, widow of Osear F. Winship. 

born Vaughn; ‘| The SPEAKER, This’ bill is reported from || 
A bill CH. R. No. 375) for the relief of George || the Committee of the Whole House, with an || 

Bond; / amendment, that the pension be reduced from | 
A bill (H. R. No. 376) for the benefit of Rob- | fifty to twenty ‘dollars per month, to commence ] 

ert S. Wimberly; | on the 13th day of December, 1855. 
A bill (H.R. No. 378) for the relief of Richard Mr. HAVEN. I knew Major Winship per- 

I, Murray; sonally when he was alive; and I know histor- 
An act (8. No. 207) for ‘the relief of Levi C. || ically that his services were very valuable and 


Harris; very gallait. I hope the’ amendment will be | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 





|| thereto, was taken from the Speaker’s table, and 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


ISAAC ADAMS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. On several ob- 
jection days a bill has been passed over, to which 
there is slight objection. It is House bill (No. 
325) for the relief of Isaac Adams. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to discharge the 


| Committee of the Whole from the further con- 


sideration of that bill, and to put it upon its pas- 


|| Sage. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


T object. I do not like 


| to pass these patent cases in this way. 


ir. SMITH. _ I move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that motion. 
Jr. ORR. I move that the House adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The yeas and nays were refused upon the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules. 
Mr. MACE. I move the that House do now 
adjourn; and upon that motion I demand the yeas 


| and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘The motion was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Smrra’s 
motion, and the rules were suspended, two thirds 
voting in favor thereof. 

The Committee of the Whole was accordingly 
discharged from the further consideratiOn of the 
bill for the relief of Isaac Adams; and it was re- 
ported to the House for consideration. 

The bill provides that the letters patent granted 


| to Isaac Adams on the 14th of October, 1830, for 
| new and useful improvements in printing ma- 


chinery, called the power printing press, and also 
the letters patent granted to Isaac Adams in 
March, 1836, for additional improvements, be 
renewed, revived, and extended from the passage 
of this act to the 2d day of March, 1865, for the 
benefit of said Adams, his heirs, and legal repre- 
sentatives. ‘ 

Mr. SMITH. I have only one word to say In 
reference to this bill. It is recommended by 
nearly all the prominent printers in the United 
States. There is an inaccuracy in the bill whica 
I desire to have corrected. I move to strike out 
‘* 1865,’ and insert in lieu thereof **1864.”’ I call 
the previous question. ' 

Mr, ALBRIGHT. I move that the bill be laid 
on the table. 

The midtion wus not agreed to. 
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The previous question was seconded, and the | the matter of the memorial of Washi 


main question ordered. 
“The amendment was agreed to: and the bill as 
ended was ordered to be engrossed, and read 


= third time; and being engrossed, it was aceord- 


A ee 
- aiy read the third time. 

* Vir. SMITH moved the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 


The previous oe was seconded, and the 
main question ore ered. 

Mr. ALBRIGHT called the yeas and nays on 

. yassage of the bill. 
“The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON moved that the House ad- 
urn. 
Mir, CLINGMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McQueen 
and WooprurF were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 70, noes 42. 

‘So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
at ten minutes past six o’clock, p.m.) the House 
adjourned till to-morrow, at eleven o’clock, a.m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, 4ugust 13, 1856. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senatea communication from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the 
Secretary of State, with accompanying docu- 
ments, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
Monday last in relation to the deliberations of 
the late congress of plenipotentiaries in Paris on 
the subject of privateering. 

Mr. MASON. That is a reply to a call by the 
Senate made on Monday on my motion for cor- 


respondence between the Secretary of State and | 
the French Minister, touching the propositions in | 


reference to the establishment of neutral relations 
between the Governments of Europe and this 
country. It is a correspondence of very great 
interest, and I move that five thousand copies of 
itbe printed in addition to the usual sible. of 


which five hundred shall be for the use of the | 


Department of State for transmission to our vari- 
ous representatives abroad. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a message received from the President 
of the United States, transmitting, in compliance 


with a resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, | 


in relation to the refusal of the Government of 
Honduras to receive a commercial agent from 
this country, a report from the Secretary of State, 
and documents accompanying it. 

Mr. WELLER. This communication is in 
answer to a call made by a resolution which I 
presented a few days ago. 
printed. 
ident of the State of Honduras has recently pub- 


lished a decree prohibiting all North Americans | 


from going into Honduras, unless they bring 


with them capital as merchants, or have some | 


trade, either being mechanics or merchants. The 
prohibition is against no other people but the 
people of the United States. I move that the com- 
munication be laid on the table, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a report of the Secretary of the In- 
teyor, communicating, in compliance with a res- 
olution of the Senate, information in relation to 
the site for a post office and court-house in the 
city of New York; which, on motion of Mr. 
Sewarp, was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed, 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the en- 
rolled bill for the relief of Norwood McCleliand, 
Mester of the steamboat New Worid: and tne 
enrolled bill to alter the time for holding the dis- 
trict court in South Carolina, and for other pur- 
O0ves. 


IIEUTENANT W. A. BARTLETT. 


_ Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 1 desire to call atten- 
hon to a matter which is embraced in tne resoiu- 
Gon which | now present: 


Resolved, That in the proceedings before the Senate in 


THE CON 


w de I desire to have it | 
It will disclose the fact, that the Pres- | 








late a lieutenant in the Navy of the United States, com 
| plaining of the action had under the act of Congress entitled 
| “ An aet to promote the efficiency of the Navy,” approved 
| February 28, 1855, nothing appears which impeaches his 
| promptness and efficiency as an officer of the Navy, or 
impugns his character as a gentleman. 

I do not ask for the consideration of the reso- 
lution now. I perceive, in the New York Herald 
of the 11th instant, some very severe strictures 
on the character of Lieutenant Bartlett, touching 
the report made by the Naval Committee of the 
| Senate, which report, the Herald states, has the 
| intention to condemn, or does condemn, Mr. 
Bartlett. I desire now tocall on the Senator from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Beit,] who made the report, 
to explain, as he may see proper, what was the 
| course and conduct of the committee in relation 
to Mr. Bartlett. 

Mr. MALLORY. The resolution lies over. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I do not ask for the 
consideration of the resolution now, but I desire 





tion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The consid- 
eration of the resolution is objected to, and there- 
| fore it cannot come up now. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Unless it is objected 
to, and I hope it will not be, I desire to say, an 
| I think I am called upon to say, as the member 
of the committee who made the report 
Mr. MALLORY. I object to any discussion. 
| If the debate goes on, I shall mingle in it. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 





made to its consideration at this time. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
451) making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
_ other purposes, reported it, with an amendment. 


| 
I} 
1] 


ation of the resolution of the Legislature of New 
York, in relation to buildings erected by the Gov- 
ernment upon the quarantine grounds; which 
was agreed to. 

|| Mr. TOOMBS, from the Committee on the 
|| Judiciary, moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
petition of G. W. Brown and others, detained in 
custody in Kansas on charges of treason. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH subsequently desired to be heard 
in connection with that report, but he was ruled 
out of order. 

Mr. TOOMBS, from the Committee on the 


No. 215) to authorize the circuit court of the 
District of Columbia to decree the sale of real 
estate in certain cases, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to whom the subject was referred, reported 
a joint resolution (S. No. 39) relative to sections 





|| sixteen and thirty-six, in Minnesota Territory; 


|| which was read, and passed to a second reading. 


| nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
| 


| tion to-morrow. 
| JOSEPH §S. RUTH. 


lution: 


me. 0 iad. 
| Mr. BAYARD. 


| the order of tne Senate. 


ONAL GLOBE. 


on Allon Baruiett, |] Mr. MASON. I must object to its considers 


the Senator from Tennessee to make an explana- | 


tion must lie over under the rules; objection being | 


He also moved that the Committee on Com- | 
|, merce be discharged from the further consider- | 


Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. | 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 


201) making appropriations for the civil expenses || 
of the Government for the year ending 30th of 
June, 1857, reported it with amendments, and 
gave notice that he should ask for its considera- 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the || y 
Library, to whom was referred the memorial of | other executive session that may be required wi 
Harriet L. B. Ruth, reported the following reso- || 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay out of || 
the contingent fund of the Senate to Harriet L. B. Kuth, 
mother of Joseph 8. tKuth, deceased, the sum of $2,500, in 
fer the sercicee of toseoh S. Muth. in preparing tor pup- 
lication the onservations On terrestrial Magneusm, maue at 
the ooservatory at tne Girara College, ana published under ' 
| the orders of we Senace of che Lith and 12th of February, | would be best to go into executive session now; 


i ask the Senate to act on 
this resolution at once, as it 1s to pay money out || what fel. from the Senator from California, that 
| of the contingent fund for services rendered under 
If the Senate will agree 








| tion, because it is my duty to move for an exec- 
; ulive session. 

| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The consid- 
| eration of the resolution being objected to, it lies 


| over, under the rules. 
WEST DRINKWATER AND OTHERS. 


Mr. PUGH asked, and by unanimous consent 
| obtained, leave to withdraw the motion made by 
| him on the 7th instant, to reconsider the vote on 
rassing the bill (H.R. No. 205) for the relief of 
i Vest Drinkwater and others. 
i FPRANCIS BURT. 
| Mr. BUTLER. I move to reconsider the vote 
|| adopting the resolution passed yesterday, referring 
|| the papers in the case of the administrator of 
|| Francis Burt to the Courtof Claims. I find that 
| the papers are on file in the House of Represent- 
atives, and not in the Senate. 
The motion to reconsider was“agreed to; and 
leave was given to withdraw the papers. 


HOUSE RESOLUTIONS REFERRED. 


H The House joint resolutions, extending the 
| time for the creditors of Texas to present their 
|| claims, and giving increased compensation to all 
|| laborers in the employment of the executive and 
|, legislative departments of the Government, in 
|| the city of Washington, were read twice by their 
|| titles, and referred to the Committee on Finanve, 
| 


i 
| 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

| Mr. MASON. I move to postpone all previous 
| orders, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
| sideration of executive business. 
|| Mr. SLIDELL. I trust the Senator from 
!| Virginia will allow me to offer a resolution, to 
|| which | hope there will be no objection, providing, 
| that, at four o’clock to-day, we proceed to the 
| consideration of private bills from the House of 
|| Representatives, that will not lead to debate. I 
|| think we can dispose of twenty or thirty of them 
| if we fix that time for their consideration. If 
that be done, I shall sustain the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. MASON. If [ retain my right to the 
floor, I have no objection to allowing the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Louisiana to be inter- 

posed. 
|| Mr. ADAMS. Lhope the resolution of the Sen- 
|} ator from Louisiana will be unanimously adopted. 
Mr. SLIDELL. My resolution is, that at 
| four o’clock to-day the Senate proceed to consider 
\| private bills from the House of Representatives, 
| which will not give rise to debate. 
| Mr. MASON. I think it would be better not 
| to present that proposition until the chairman of 
|| the Committee on eheees shall be present. I 
| insist On my motion for an executive session. 
|| Mr. SLIDELL. Then I shall be under the 
| necessity of opposing the motion of the Senator 
|| from Virginia. 

Mr. MASON ealled for the yeas and nays; 

| and they were ordered. 
| Mr. WELLER. In my judgment the state 
| of our executive business will not require more 
than one other executive session, and we can 
|| just as well have it on Saturday as now. I do 
|| not see the necessity for going into executive 
| session more than once again this week; and, in 
my judgment, it had better be postpened until 
Saturday. 1 shall, therefore, oppose the motion. 
Mr. SEWARD. Weare all aware that there 
| is very important business in executive session; 
|} and I am quite willing to consent to the motion 
| with a desire to go into executive session, and 
\| get through with the business there to-day. — 
l 


| 


j 
| 
i 
} 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


be for supplemental business hereafter, which can 
be very easily disposed of. I wish, however, to 
state that, if it should be the pleasure of the Sen- 
'| ate not to go into executive session, I shall adhere 
to my notice to eall up at twelve o’clock to-day, 
'' for consideration, the veto of the Des Moines 
| rapids improvement bill. ‘For myself, I think it 
' and I shall ask an early hour for that bill. 
' Mr. MASON. I desire to say, in reply to 
| I think all Senators will agree that, from the con- 
dition of the public business, as shown when we 


{| to act on it now, | will make a brief statement of || were in executive session before, it will probably 


\} rae cove. which wil not occupy five minures. 


ii occupy more than one or two hours to dispose of 
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Ere nnaeeaanage dpa 
it. I hope we shall be enabled to dispose of it (| 
by one o’clock; and, so far as I am concerned, I || 
shall afford every facility for doing 80, if the 
Senate will go into executive session. 

Mr. ADAMS. It is well known that, on the || 
last night of the session, we have hours and hours 
when the conflict is going ou between the com- 
mittees of conference, as we are to presume will 
be the case again, when we have nothing in the 
world todo, and we may devote almost the whole 
night to the transaction of executive business. | 
think we can take that course this session; I 
shall therefore vote against this motion. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted — yeas 20, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Butler, Cass, Dodge, Foot, Foster, Masou, Sebas- 
tian, Seward, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson |! 
of New Jersey, Toombs, Wilson, and Wright—20. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adains, Benjamin, Geyer, Jones of 


lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Matiory, Pugh, Slidell, Trum- 
brill, Wade, Weller, and Yulee—12. 





' 
} 
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| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
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The Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business; and after three 
hours and a half spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuncom, their Clerk, announced that the 
had passed the following bills of the Senate with | 
amendments: 

S. No. 63. A bill to authorize and direct a set- | 
tlement of the accounts of the Bank of the State | 
of Missouri for money advanced for the subsist- | 
ence and transportation of volunteers; 

S. No. 191. A bill for the relief of Cezaire 
Wallace, of the parish of Bossier, State of Lou- | 
isiana; and 

S. No. 203. A bill for the relief of Mrs. Agatha | 
O’Brien, widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. O’Brien. 

Also, that they had passed the tollowing bills 
of the Senate: 

S. No. 1387. An act for the relief of Amos B. 
Eaton, a commissary of subsistence in the United 
States Army; 

S. No. 158. Anact for the relief of Dempsey 
Pittman; 


An act for the relief of Samuel | 


S. No. 184. 
Forrest; 
S. No. 194. An act for the relief of Joseph | 
Smith; | 
S. No. 201. An act granting a pension to 


Nathaniel Mothershead, of Missouri; 
5S. No, 206. An act increasing the pension of || 
Albert Hart; 

S. No. 207. 
Harris; 

S. No. 208. 
Whipple; 

S. No. 209. An act restoring Joshua Mercer 
to the roll of invalid pensioners; 

S. No. 210. An act to increase the pension of | 
Alpheas T. Palmer, late a lieutenant in the ninth || 
regiment United States infantry; 

S. No. 212. An act to increase the pension of |! 
Amaziah Goodwin, of the State of Maine; 

S. No. 215. An act granting a pension to | 
Samuel B. Porter, a soldier in the late war with | 
Great Britain; 

8S. No. 246. An act granting a pension to Mrs. 
Olivia W. Cannon, widow of Joseph L. Cannon, 
late a midshipman in the United States Navy, 
now deceased; and 

S. No. 247. An act granting a pension to 
Morris Powers. 

The message also announced that the House |! 
had passed the following bills; which were read | 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated | 
below: 

H.R. No. 11. An act for the relief of J. W. 
‘Todd, a lieutenant of ordnance in the United 
States Army—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 260. An act forthe relief of the legal 
representatives of Thomas Gordon, deceased— 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 

H. R. No. 269. An act for the relief of the 
sureties of the late Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, | 
United States Army—to the Committee on | 
Claims; 

H.R. No. 243. An act forthe relief of George K. 
McGunnegle, surviving partner of the late firm | 
of Hilland MeGunnegle, of St. Louis, Missouri 
—to the Committee on Claims; 

H. R. No. 275. An act for the relief of Cap- 


An act for the relief of Levi C. 


An act for the relief of Betsey 


| 
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| Claims. 
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tain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones—to the Com- 
mittee on Claims; 

H. R. No. 281. An act for the relief of Betsey 
Nash—to the Committee on Pensions; \j 

H.R. No. 333. An act for the relief of Collins | 
Boomer—to the Committee on Claims; i} 

H. R. No. 336: An act for the relief of Rans- 
delk Pegg—to the Committee on Claims; [ 

H. R. No. 358. An act for the relief of George || 
Schellinger—to the Committee on Claims; __ 

H. R. No. 359. An act increasing the pension 
of George W. Torrence—to the Committee on 
Pensions; 

H. R. No. 360. An act to reimburse the State | 
of Vermont the expenses incurred by her in 
paying her militia called out in 1838 and 1839 to 
preserve the neutrality of the country—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; 

H. R. No. 365. An act for the relief of Charles 
L. Denman—to the Committee on Claims. 

H. R. No. 366. An act for the relief of Re- 
becca Smith—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 367. An act for the relief of Mary 
B. Winship, widow of Oscar F. Winship—to the 
Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 368. An act for the relief of Ursula 
E. Cobb, widow of Charles Cobb—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions; 


H. R. No. 369. 


} 


An act for the relief of Albro 
Tripp—to the Committee on Pensions; 

rf R. No. 371. An act for the relief of Dolly 
Empson—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H.R. No.372. Anactfor the relief of Lyman 
N. Cook—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 374. An act for the relief of Clai- 
born Vaughn—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H.R. No.375. An act for the relief of George 
Bond—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 376. An act for the relief of Rob- 
ert S. Wimberly—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 378. Anact for the relief of Rich- 
ard I, Murray, a soldier in the Seminole war of | 
1818—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 379. An act for the relief of Rob- 
insop Gammon—to the Committee on Pensions; 

H. R. No. 380. An act for the relief of John 
Campbell—to the Committee on Pensions; 

An act for the relief of Isaac Adams—to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office; 

H.R. No.3. An act for the relief of James 
M. Lindsay—to the Committee on Claims; 

H.R. No. 4. An act for the relief of Salva- | 
dor Accardi—to the Committee on Claims; 

H.R. No. 6. An act forthe relief of William 
ii. Chase—to the Committee on Claims; and 

An act authorizing the legal representatives of 
Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter certain lands in 
Missouri—to the Committee on Private Land 





GUSTAVUS B. HORNER. 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed a bill for the relief of the legal repre- | 
sentatives of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased. It 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to have this bill 
put on its passage now. It provides that the 
heirs of Dr. Horner shall be allowed to receive 
his half pay for life, as a surgeon of the revolu- | 
tionary war. A bill has been three times passed 
in the Senate, at different periods, granting him 
his commutation pay. The reason he did not 
receivethat pay was, that after the services of the 
Army were through, in 1781, he went home as a | 
supernumerary, waiting orders, before the proc- | 
lamation of peace. The resolution of 1780, which 
allowed the half pay for life to the officers, took 
effect if they served to the close of the war, and 
that has been construed to mean until the proc- 
lamation of peace in ]783. After the actual ser- 
vices were over, and really for the benefit of the | 
country, he went home as a supernumerary wait- | 
ing orders, and therefore his case does not come | 
strictly within the resolution, and he did not | 
receive his commutation pay. There have been | 
passed three times in the Senate bills granting 
him his commutation pay, but they have failed in 
the House. Now, the House have passed this 
bill and sent it here. 

The bill of the House is the same in substance | 
as the bills which the Senate have passed hereto- , 

| fore, except in this respect: having provided gen- | 


- 





| 





\ erally by another measure that these officers shall | 


: ° a om. 6 . ! 
| receive half pay for life in lieu of the comme- | 
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| take our land. 


|| tions for the support of the Army for t 
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tion, they have passed this bill 
heirs the half pay during his life. 
been so repeatedly before the Se 
considered, and so often passed u 
thought the Senate ought not to b 
ther in relation to it, but pass thi 
Those gentlemen who are in favor of Passing }} 
general bill, allowing the half pay for life jy, 
of commutation, ought to vote for this bi 
those who have not made up their ming 
half pay for life should be granted, should 
allowing these heirs the commutation pay, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ft requires 
unanimous consent to consider the bill now. _ 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I must object. 
- Mr. TOOMBS. I object; but! will state tha; 
whatever may be the reason for this paymey,; 
not having been made, the Senator from Ve. 
mont has not given the true one, for the case }, 
states is within the letter of the provision, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill cay. 
not be considered to-day, objection being made 


BANK OF MISSOURI. 


The bill (S. No. 63) to authorize and direct thy 
settlement of the account of the Bank of the Stay, 
of Missouri, for money advanced for the gy). 
sistence and transportation of volunteers, was 
referred, with the amendment of the House, i, 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CEZAIRE WALLACE. 


The bill (S. No. 91) for the relief of Cezaire 
Wallace, of the parish of Bossier, State of Loy. 
isiana, was returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with an amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope the amendment wij} 
be concurred in. I have examined it. The jj} 
is to confirm a private land title. There is no 
eee for reference. Let the amendment be 
read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there any 
objection to the consideration of the amendment: 
The Chair hears none. The amendmentis, after 
the word ‘‘ confirmed,’’ to add: 


in lie u 
l, and 
S tha 
£0 for 


And if its location should interfere with any valid pre. 
emption claim, the samc, to the extent of such confliction, 
may be located on any public land of the district to which 
there may be no existing preémption or other valid claim 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I hope that amendment will 
not be concurred in without some examination. 
If the man has got no right, I do not intend to give 
him a float. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator is mistaken. 
The bill confirms his title to certain lands in what 
is called disputed territory. That land was cov- 
firmed to him by Texas. This bill provides for 
the confirmation of his location; but it provides 
that the preémptors who have gone in in the 
interval, who have taken part of his land, may 
remain, and authorizes him to take an equal 
quantity in some other part of the district, not 
interfering with valid preémptioners. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ifhe has the title, let him roust 
the preémptors. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. He is satisfied with this. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Of course he is satisfied to 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The preémptors pay for 
their lands—why force him to come in conflict 
with other private claims? 

The amendment was concurred in. 


MRS. AGATHA O'BRIEN. 


The bill (S. No. 203) for the relief of Mrs. 
Agatha O’Brien, widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. 

| O’Brien, with the amendment of the House, was, 
| on motion of Mr. Weu.er, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill (H. R. No. 153) making ap 


ropria- 
fe year 
ending 30th June, 1857, with the action of the 
House on the Senate amendment, was, on motion 
| of Mr. Hunter, referred to the Committee 0! 
Finance. 

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives; 

Mr. Cutvom, their Clerk, announced that the 
ouse disagreed to the first and third amendments 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 189) making 
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propriations for the naval service for the year | g 





“ye June 30, 1857, and agreed to the second | 
eluils * 


.ndment of the Senate with an amendment. 
a first and third amendments, disagreed | 


teu 
- House amendment to their second amend- 
+ and asked foraconference on the disagree- 
yates of the two Houses. Messrs. Hunter, 
\fa.zory, and Fisa were appointed the commit- 
se of conference on the part of the Senate. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special | 
order is the bill (S. No. 146) making provision 
to compensate agents for paying pensions, and 
prescribing the time and manner of settling their 
accounts. 


Mr WELLER. 


n 
on 








the bill (S. No. 130) making appropriations for 
new fortifications. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. We have 
had this bill up two or three times, and it was 
avreed last week that it should be the special 
order for to-day. It will not take long to dispose 
of it. I do not think anybody wants to discuss 


it. 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 should like to move an |} 
amendment to the motion of the Senator from 
California to postpone the prior order, not for || 
the purpose of taking up the fortification bill, but 
for the purpose of taking up and passing a bill 
reported from the Committee on Finance to reg- 
ulate the pay of members of Congress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first 
question will be on postponing the special order, 
which is the bill stated by the Chair, S. No. 146. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will not be 
done. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
of priority of business will come up afterwards. 

Mr. HUNTER. I might be willing to post- 
pone for one bill and not for the other. 

' The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
will first state the question on postponing. 
Mr. WELLER. The bill to which the Sen- 
ator from Georgia alludes is a special order. I 
made a motion to postpone the prior orders for | 
the purpose of taking up the bill I indicated. I | 
apprehend that will be the first question put to || 
the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is a 
double motion. The Senator from Georgia is in 
favor of postponing the special order; but not to 
take up the bil indicated by the Senator from | 
California. 

Mr. IVERSON. Ihave aright to ask for a 
division of the question. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Certainly. 
The first question is on postponing the special | 
order. ‘ 

The motion was agreed to; there being, on a | 
division—ayes 21, noes 15. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 130) making ap- 
propriations for certain new fortifications. 

Mr. IVERSON. I hope that motion will not 
prevail, but that the Senate will agree, in lieu of 
it, to take up the bill to regulate the compensa- | 
tion of members of Congress. I do not propose | 
to discuss the bill, though at one time I was dis- 
posed to go intoa full discussion of it; but [ trust 





| 


| ing, that I intended to offer a resolution to de- 


I move its postponement for | at four o’clock, to the consideration of private 
the purpose of proceeding to the consideration of || bills from the House. That evidently cannot be 


| half past eleven o’clock until one o’clock, to the consid 
| eration of private bills from the House of Representatives 


, Senate to consider and determine that subject 


|| taken up, that it be ma 


| nance, with an amendment to strike out all after | 





the Senate will take up that bill and act on it. I 
have good reason to believe that, if the Senate 
should pass the bill to-day, we shall be able to 
finish it at this session of Congress. Every Sen- 
ator 18 interested in it, and itis important that we 
should act on it to-day, because, if we do not 
pass it at this session, it will not take effect next 
Session. 
Mr. WELLER. I understand the Senator 
rom Georgia desires to take up something in 
which we are particularly interested. 
there is nobody interested in the increase of co:.- 
pensation except Senators. I propose to take up | 
a bilin which the whole community is interested. | 
We are deeply interested in putting the nation in 
& proper state of defense. Fortifications are in- 
dispensably necessary to accomplish that object. | 
The Senator proposes that I should forego this 
bill, in order to take up one which directly affects | 
our pay. As he puts it on personal account, and | 
every Senator is interested, in all probability they | 
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raciously, and hope the Senate will consume as 


ittle time as possible on the ene bill 
Mr. IVERSON. The fortification bill will 


mouon of Mr. Hunter, the Senate insisted || pass, as a matter of course. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question || 
is on the motion of the Senator from California |! 
to take up the bill S. No. 130. i 

Mr. WELLER. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. IVERSON. Now I move to take up the | 


bill (S. No. 398) to regulate the compensaticn of || 
members of Congress. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 
» 
Mr. SLIDELL. I gave notice early this morn- \\ 
} 


vote an hour or two this afternoon, commencing | 


done to-day. I now hope the Senate will consent || 
to devote from half past eleven o’clock to one | 
o’clock to-morrow to the consideration of private 
bills from the House, and I offer a resolution te | 


Resolved, That the Senate will proceed to morrow, at 


that will not give rise to debate. 


Mr. SEWARD. I hope the Senate will not 
adopt that resolution. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Chair 


| will remark that it is necessary, under the rules, 


to give one day’s notice before such a change can 
be made. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


Senate to take up the President’s message vetoing | 
the Des Moines rapids bill, and shall ask the | 


} 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


The resolu- | 


| tion of the Senator from Louisiana wall be re- 
| garded as a notice that he will make his motion : 6 
| to-morrow, | pay of members of Congress. 
t the necessity of that. 
}| possible to live on the pay allowed to me; but you 


IOWA SENATORSHIP. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. If the Senator from 


| Georgia gives me his consent, I will move to take 
from the files the resolution of the Senate of the | 


State of lowa, relative to the seat of my co} 
league, [Mr. Harvan,] and have it referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary without any remark 
Mr. HARLAN. I prefer, if that subject be | 
de the special order for an 
early day. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Char 
will not entertain the proposition, if it is to lead 
to debate. There isa bill before the Senate—the 


'| one taken up on the motion of the Senator from 


Georgia. 

Mr. HALE. I object to everything else. 
PAY OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 


| 
Whole, to consider the bill (S. No. 398) to regu- || 
! 


late the compensation of members of Congress, | 
which was reported from the Committee on Fi 


the enacting clause, and insert the following sub- 
stitute: 

That the compensation of each Senator, Representa- | 
tive, and Delegate shail be $2,500 per annum, tocommence | 
from and aiter the date of the adjournment of the present | 
session of Congress, the first payment to be made pro rata at | 


| the next session of Congress, and monthly during the ses | 


sion until its close. The pay of the members of each future 
Congress shall commence on the 4th March, of each year 
whether they shall be elected before or after that time, an 
they shall receive the pro rata amount, together with their 
mileage, which may be due at the commencement of the 
session, and the residue in monthly payments until the 
close of the session. But, if a member shall die during the 
recess, the said pro rata pay may go to his heirs until the | 
commencement of the next session, after which it may be | 
paid on proper requisition ; and if during the session, then | 
such pay shall cease on the day of the choice of hissucces- 
sor, who shall receive his mileage and the residue of the | 
pay to which his predecessor would have been entitled. | 
And each Senator, Representative, and Delegate shall also | 
be allowed at each annual session of Congress eight dollars 
for every twenty miles of the estimated distance by the 
most usual route from his place of residence to the seat of 
Congress, at the commencement and end of every such | 
session, when such estimated distance does not exceed 
twelve hundred and fifty miles; and where it exceeds 


twelve hundred and fifty miles, he shali be allowed siz i| 


dollars for every twenty miles. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the President of 
the Senate pro tempore, when there is no Vice President, 
or when the Vice President shall exercise the office of Presi 
deut of the United States, and the Speaker of the House of 


|’ section of this act, as will, in the 
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regate, equal the pay 
of the Vice President; and in case of the temporary absence 
of the Vice President, the President of the Senate pro tem- 
pore shall be entitled to receive ten dollars per diem in ad 
dition to the annual compensation to which he may be en 
tatled under the first section of this act. 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That if any books shall 
hereafter be distributed to members of Congress by a resolu. 
tion of either or both Houses of Congress, the price given for 
the same shall be deducted from the compensation herein 
ponies by law for the said member or members : Provided, 

wever, That this shall not extend to books ordered to be 


|| printed during the Congress for which the said member 


shall have been elected. 

Sec. 4, nd be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. IVERSON. As I stated to the Senate, I 
do not rise to discuss this bill. The condition of 
my voice is such as to render it impossible for 
me to do so, if | were desirous of it; but | appre- 
hend the Senate has made up its mind on this 
question. Every Senator can vote intelligently, 
without advice or instruction. | think it impor- 


} r 
|| tant, if we act on this bill at all, that we should 


\| act promptly, in order that it may go to the House 
that effect: H of K 


epresentatives and receive their sanction. As 


| IT stated, when 1 was up before, if the Senate pass 
| the bill now, the concurrence of the other branch 
| may oe received. 


[t is important to pass it now, 
if the bill is to take effect at the next session; and, 
if not passed now, it will not take effect until after 
the 4th of March next. I hope the Senate will 
vote on the bill without any elaborate discussion. 

Mr, WELLER. I believe this bill increases 


i the compensation of every Senator and member 


I desire to give notice that, to- || of the House of Representatives, except those 


morrow morning, at twelve o’clock, I will ask the || 


who happen to live upon the Pacific. It reduces 
the compensation of the Senators and members 
| from California, and of the Delegates of the Ter- 
| ritories of Oregon and Washington. I know not 
on what principle my friend from Virginia {Mr, 
Hunter] has arranged this provision; but | am 
very certain that it was the design to increase the 
We have all felt 
L have found it utterly im- 


propose in this bill to diminish that; so that I 
want it understood by the Senate and the country 
that it increases very much the compensation of 
everybody in the Senate Chamber except the 
humble man who now addresses you. 

Mr. HALE. I desire the humble man who 
just addressed the Senate to be kind enough to 
| tell us, under the existing law, what his mileage 
1 is? 

Mr. WELLER. My mileage is $5,400, and 
I trust it may never be necessary for the Senator 
to ask me that again. [Laughter.] It is some- 
what invidious for the Senator to get up here, and 
propound questions of that sort; but I have ne 
objection to answer. There may be a fraction 
over; it may be $5,425. The answer ought to 
be ene explicit for the purpose for which 
the Senator designed it. 

Mr. HALE. I cannot think it is invidious to 
| the proffer of himself asanexample. I certainly 

should not have done it, if he had not made a 
| proffer; and of course I disclaim any intention of 
being invidious. P 

Mr. COLLAMER. Iam sensible, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that the Senate may be in the condition 
| suggested by the Senator from Georgia—every 
| man’sming may be made up. That, however, is 
| not exactly my condition, and I will not occupy 
| the Senate a long time, if gentlemen will give me 
| their attention for a few minutes. , 

In the first place, I am perfectly satisfied that 
the pay of members of Congress should be in- 
creased. All are well aware of reasons enough 
| why that should be done; but I have one reason 
| on my mind particularly, and that is, that Con- 
| gress has increased the pay of the heads of the 

Seatemeant, of the clerks, of foreign ministers, 
of the. judiciary, of their workmen, their own 

ages, and clerks, and officers in the Army and 
cen and every part of the Government; but 
there seems to have beena sort of shrinking from 
apportioning their own pay in the same way. 
hardly think that creditable. 

Mr. WELLER. If my friend from Vermont 
| will allow me, I wish simply to show the effect 

of this measure on the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. His present pay including mileage, 1s 


| 
| ask the question of the Senator, when he makes 





Representatives, shall be entitled to receive such addition to || a and under this bill he will get $2,932, a 
may vote me down, and therefore I shall take 1t || the annual compensation and mileage allowed by the first i} 


ifference of a thousand dollars in his pocket. 


an 
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Mr. HALE. The Senator has not put it quite 
80 high as I really do get. I get more than that, 
and would vote for this bill if it doubled it. 
oaneiees / 

Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator be good 
enough to tell me what he does get? 

Mr. COLLAMER. The main question is in 





| 


| 


wiat manner the pay shal! be increased. I shall | 

ropose, before I sit down, to move, as a substi- | 
tute for this bill, a proposition which I formerly | 
presented, and which has been printed, that the | 


members of Congress of each House shall re- 
ceive twenty-five per cent. in addition to what 
they are now entitled to, for their attendance, 
leaving the mileage to stand as it is, and not in- 
terfering with it. 


I wish to be heard for a very | 


few minutes to state my feasons for entertaining | 


this proposition. 


In relation to mileage, about which much has | 
been said, I think the bill proposed by the com- | 


It 


mittee does not essentially interfere with it. 


leaves it the same for one thousand two hundred 
end fifty miles that it is now. That will cover | 


the greater part of us. There are not many who 

o beyond that distance, and those who do go 
bi it will be effected by a reduction of one 
fourth. The undertaking to interfere to this lim- 
ited extent with the mileave is hardly worth 
talking of. It is not a matter of mue 
quence. 
come from a very great distance have something 


conse- | 
The truth is, that those gentlemen who | 


more to sacrifice than the mere difference of ex- | 


pense in coming. Men who go so far from home 
must entirely lose sight of any supervision of 
their business. ‘They must, if they have fami- 
lies, and especially young families, necessarily 
bring them with them. ‘Those who live within 
three hundred, or four hundred, or five hundred 
miles, with our present facilities of communica- | 
tion, may reach home, and especially on receiv- 
ing telegraphic notice, in a few hours. In this 
view of the case, inasmuch as we cannot make a 
difference in the mode of paying for the attend- | 
ance of gentlemen who come a great distance, the | 
better way is to leave the mileage as it stands, | 
unless we enter into the whole subject, and do | 
much more with it even than the measure pro- | 
osed by the committee would indicate. I there- 
we pass over the question of mileage. 
My proposition is a very brief one. While I 
agree that something should be done on this 
subject, I think no violent measure should be | 
taken. The occasion does not call for it. Then 
what is the proper manner of making an increase ? 
My propesition is simply, that there shall be an 
addition of twenty-five per cent. to the present 
pay for dailyattendance. I like that best, because 
it is undisguised—it is unqualified. It is what | 
every man can understand—what the whole com- | 
munity can see. In the next place, I prefer that 
course, because it seems to me that the experience 
of our own political history would decidedly in- 
dicate that that is the more satisfactory method. 
The old pay of members of Congress was six | 
dollars a ies In 1815 or in 1816, there was a | 
plan adopted allowing a salary of $1,500, in lieu 
of the per diem. 
One argument is urged in favor of a salary to | 
which ] will briefly advert. It is said that, while | 
you are paid by the day for attendance, there is | 
an inducement to members to extend the session 
unnecessarily, in order to obtain their per diem, | 
and that if a salary were given there would be no 
inducement of this kind. Mr. President, it is 
impossible to escape the question in that way, 
because the same inducement which would now | 
operate on men to lengthen the session and | 
increase their per diem allowance, would, if they | 
were paid a salary, induce them to shorten the | 
session at the public expense; so that they might | 
pocket the salary and do nothing. We do not | 


escape the private interest which may operate on || gether, and then neither can complain; and if we 
men’s minds in the least by such a change and if || do not go together, and either of the parties goes 


That was the very objection which was made to || ment for the purpose of obviating the objection || nota reasonable compensation. 


by it the sessions are made short, they will be 
made short by neglecting the public business. 





| therefore escape in that way. 











| 

quence of men a paid by the day, how sim- | 
ple is the answer! If men stay in Congress be- | 
yond the time which the public interest require | 
to get eight dollars a day, the way of curing the | 
evilis very simple—give them six dollars. Every | 
man of ordinary discernment would say at once, | 
if you really acknowledge that members stay 
there unnecessarily to get their per diem pay, 
reduce it. No man will believe that, while we 
propose giving a round salary of something like | 
a thousand dollars in addition to the present pay, | 
our honest purpose is to really shorten the ses- 
sions, when we can shorten them so much more 
affectuaily by reducing the pay. We cannot 
No man will be- 
lieve in the sincere purpose of effecting that de- | 
sign in such a manner when the other mode would 
more suitably effect it. We may as well come 
up to the question fairly, and say we ought to 
have an increase of pay because we need it. 

Another reason why I think this is the better | 
way, is this: in 1816, when that salary was fixed 
it was so entirely dissatisfactory to the country, 
that it was repealed by the next Congress as | 
soon as it could be, and a per diem was again 
adopted. They raised the pay by the day at that 
time, from six dollars to eight dollars. They | 
raised it thirty-three per cent. Nobody com- | 
plained of that. It went on, and it has gone on | 
ever since for forty years. No objection was 
made to raising the pay in that way. There 
were two objections to that bill. One was that 
it was retroactive,and went into effect for the 
benefit of the members who passed it. But the 
main objection was, that it fixed a salary, instead 
of paying gentlemen in Congress by the day, for 
the time they spent-in the public service. 

I think this lesson should teach us something. 
Inasmuch as, since the organization of the Gov- 
ernment, the money has been paid by the day, I | 
think thatis the way which experience has shown | 
is most satisfactory. I desire to retain it; and, | 
therefore, I prefer simply to say, that this per | 
diem allowance should be raised twenty-five per 
cent. If gentlemen prefer thirty-three or fifty per 
cent., or anything of that kind, let them propose 
it; but I wish it to be distinetly understood, that | 
I am in favor of increasing the pay because I 
think it is just and right todo so. The people | 
of my own State, as well as of others, have raised 
the pay of all their departments within three or | 
four years, even the Legislature, thirty-three per 
cent. The necessity of raising our pay is clear; 
but as to the manner of raising it, and the extent 
of doing it, I think the method which I have | 
suggested is altogether more satisfactory. 

Mr. PRATT. Personally, I do not care one 
fig whether this bill passes or not. I think the 
compensation of members of Congress is much 
too low, and shall therefore vote, under certain 
circumstances, with great pleasure, for the | 
passage of the bill; but that will depend on an 
extraneous matter, which I now want to state, 
and to get the views of the other side of the 
Chamber in reference to it. 

Past history on this subject, to which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont has referred, admonishes us 
that this was made a topic of discussion in the | 
political canvass which then, as now, was a 
preaching. Now, sir, if the passage of this bill 
is to be made by either party a political hobby in 
the canvass, I do not think the money we are to 
get is worth the trouble of meeting this question 
when we go before the people in the presidential 
canvass. I am informed that all on the other 
side of the Chamber are going forit. If so, there 
can be no difficulty about it; but that is what I 
wanted to ascertain. There are three parties in 
the country, each represented in this Chamber. 
If we all know it is a matter of right that thefe 
should be increased compensation, let us go to- 








against it, 1 shall go against it. 
Mr LVERSON. I propose to offeran amend- | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





August 13, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first ques 


tion is on agreeing to the amendment of the eo 
mittee, unless there bgan amendment offered . 


it. 

Mr.BUTLER. Iunderstand the Se 
Vermont to offer his proposition as an ame 4 
ment to the amendment, to which, of course : 
Senator from Georgia cannot offer his now.’ : 

Mr. IVERSON. [ask that mine be read ¢ 
information. " 

Mr. Co_Lamer’s amendment is: 


That, after the present session of Congress, the me 
of the Senate and House of Representatives shajj pr, 
for their attendance at the sessions of Congress t 
per cent., in additien to what they by law are n 
to receive for attendance. 


The amendment of Mr. 
information. It is: N 
Provided, 'That no Senator, Representative, or De} 


shall receive less than the aggregate amount of per tee 
and mileage now allowed by law. 


Mr. BUTLER. I do not care whether you 
adopt the mode proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont, or the other. I prefer the bill which | 
originally introduced to either; that is, to give 
$3,000 salary, and twenty cents for every mile 
traveled. That would equalize the compensation 
about as well as any other mode. The commit. 
tee have thought proper to substitute $2,500. | 
acquiesce. I am not one of those who would be 
willing to diminish the allowance of gentlemen 
coming from a very remote distance; for I agree 
to the remarks and sentiments expressed by others 
on that point. They must bring their families 
here, and subject themselves to inconvenience, 

| Perhaps in this view their relations to the capita] 
| might induce them, in some measure, to be bound 
more closely to something like the associations 
of a distant capital than they otherwise would be, 

But now let me make a remark to the Senator 
from Vermont. He says, to get rid of the difi- 
culty of having long sessions, you should put the 
per diem down to six dollars a day. I introduced 
my bill for the very purpose of making a just 
compensation to such persons as ought to serve 
in Congress. If you were to reduce the pay to 
three dollars a day, or one dollar a day, you 
would have members of Congress; but who would 
be your members? You would make an aristoc- 
racy of wealth. Wealthy men would be very 
glad to come for one, two, or three, or six dollars; 
or if you did not have that class of men, you 
would have needy adventurers who would put 
their hand up to the elbow into the Treasury to 
make money by their seats here. Either needy 
advefiturers would be here,or wealthy men. That 
would be the result, if you reduced the allow- 
ance. 

Now, sir, the best thing you can adopt by way 
of inducing persons of moderate fortune to come 
to Congress, is to compensate them; and there 
is no other power to make the compensation but 
Congress itself, for the Constitution has left it to 
Congress to regulate its own compensation. So 

ossly inadequate is the compensation now, that 
Foiave not conversed with a man, I have scarcely 
seen a single newspaper, that does not at once 
admit that some change ought to take place. The 
common clerks about this cine get more money 
than we do. We have increased the pay of 
judges, we have increased the pay of clerks, we 

ave increased the pay of the heads of Depart- 
ments, we have increased the pay of everybody 
else, but we are afraid to do justice to ourselves, 
under the Constitution, when the duty is imposed 
on us, and nobody else can do it. If we are 
afraid to do it because we may offend popular 
opinion, we are afraid to do our duty when justice 
demands it of us. 

I do not know that the question of compensa- 
tion, one way or the other, would regulate me in 
coming to the Senate; but, whilst I am here, | 
know it was the intendment of my forefathers 

| that i should have, at least, a reasonable com- 
| pensation for the privations of my separation 
| from home and business, and what I now get 18 
To be sure, ! 





nator from 


Mbery 
i} Teceive 
Weuty-five 
OW entitled 


IvERSON was read for 


the salary bill of 1816. It was that, instead of || raised bv the Senator from California. 1 can || mieht take a small room, and live by merel 
paying members by the day, you paid them a!/ well aporeciate his reasons why a large compen- || eating, arinking, and sleeping; but I do not thin 


salary to induce them to neglect business and go | 
home. ‘That was one of the great and leading | 
objections. 





But, sir, if it be true that the fair and honest !! 


purpose is to shorten the sessions of Congress, || ment to the Chair. 


and if you think they are lengthened in conse- || 





ar stared ov the Senator from Vermont. 


sation should be given to those Senators and || that was tne meaning. 


Kepresentatives, who live at a very great distance, | 


Mr TVFRSON. IT wish to present mine 


’ || 18 not the way of serving them a ce 
Mr CULIAMER. I wish¢o send my amend- |! recention Mere naked compensation is al 


\| and we know this 1s not adequate compensation. 
tt 


i must s€e my friends 
and constituents when they come here; and that 
itable 
Lask, 


We know. Mr. President it hae been snid. 
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